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HISTORIA 


LITTERARIA. 


ARTICLE XXIIl. 


 Hiftoire du Theatre Italien, depuis la 
Decadence de la Comedie Latine; avec 
une Catalogue des Tragedies X Comedies 
Italiennes, imprimée depuis l’an 1500, 
jofqu’a l’an 1660: & une Differtation fur 
la Tragedie moderne. Avec des Fi- 
gures qui reprefentent leurs differens Ha- 
billemens. Par Louis Riccoboni. 


That is, 


A Hiftory of the Italian Stage, /ince the 
Decay of the LatinCom:dy ; with a 
Catalogue of the Italian Tragedies and 
Comedies that have been printed from 
the Year 1500, tothe Liar 1660: and 
a@ Differtation on Modern Tragedy. 
With Figures reprefenting the diffcrent 
Dreffes. By Lewis Riccoboni, 2 vol. 
8vo Vol.1. containing p. 379. Vol. I. 
P-: 368. 


HE Hittory of the Jtalian Stage being 
a Subje&t fo curious, and fo little 


known, and which our Author has 
made not only agreeable but ufeful, by inter- 


N°, XVII. 1732. Ff {perfing 
Vou, Ill. 
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Historia LITTERARIA. N°XVII. 
fperfing Remarks and Obfervations proper for 
forming the Tafte, and making anexaét Judg- 
ment of Dramatick Performances ; we prefume 
fome account of it will not be unacceptable to 
our Readers. 

The Sieur Riccoboni tells us, that from his 
Youth he has applied himfelf to the Stage; and 


at the Age of two and twenty was Head of a © 


Company of Comedians, and followed his Pro- 
feffion for twenty Years in Italy, with Succefs 
and Reputation: but finding that he could not 
accomplifh what he chiefly aim’d at, viz. the 
Reformation of the Jtalian Stage, he embraced 
an Offer of forming and carrying into France a 
Company of Comedians, which a Prince of his 
own Country had been commiffioned to, fend to 
the French King. Accordingly he came into 
France, where, in his Converfation with the 
great Men, and by reading fome of their moft 
approved Authors, particularly Monfieur D’ 4u- 
bignac’s Pratique du Theatre,” he found the 
French {fo entirely unacquainted with the Italian 
Dramatick Writers, as to imagine there had 
never been any good Authors, of that kind, 
among them ; upon which he thought of pub- 
lifhing this Hiftory, wherein he fhews, that 
good modern Tragedies and Comedies were 
both written and acted in Italy fooner than any 
other Country in Europe. 

In his firft Chapter he obferves, that the 
Theatrical Entertainments of the Romans were 
of three kinds, Tragedies, regular Comedies, 
and Farces, or mimick Shows; and that the 
Theatre making a part of the Religion of the 
Pagans, the Fathers of the Chriftian Church 
ufed their utmoft Efforts, by repeated Exhor- 
tations and Remonftrances, to abolifh it: fo 

that 
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that as Chriftianity prevailed, the Stage con- 
tinually decay’d, ’till by the Invafion of the 
Barbarians, the Roman Empire, and with it the 
police Arts were buried. From thence, till 
Charlemagne, we have no Monuments of the 
State of the Theatre in Jta/y ; but probably (as 
our Author conjectures) thofe Diverfions which 
leatt requir’d the affiftance of polite Literature, 
lafted longeft in thofe barbarous Ages that fuc- 
ceeded the Empire, fuch as the Mimick-Shows, 
Rope-dancing, &c. and by that means the Hu- 
mours and Habits of thofe ancient Mimicks 
might be tranfmitted to later Times: and froma 
Paffage of Apuleius *, and other Circumftances, 
he concludes, that the Drefs of the ancient Mi- 
micks was the fame with that of Harlequin, 
that the fuligine faciem obduéti of the ancient 
Mimicks is Harlequin’s Mask; that both had 
their Heads raz’?d +, and the fame kind of 
Sock +, or covering for their Feet. 

Having thus compar’d their Dreffes, he pro- 
ceeds, in the next Chapter, to examine how far 
their Characters agree. Heobferves, that Har- 
lequin and Scapin, by the beft Italian Authors, 
are call’d Zanni, which may be read Sanni, it 
being ufual in the /ia/i:m Orthography to puta Z 
for an § ; and then.he thinks it will be plainly 
the Latin Sannio, a Buffoon or Droll, whofe 

Cha- 


* Quid enim fi choragium thimelicum poffiderem? num 
ex co argumentarere etiam uti me confuefle Tragedi Syr- 
mate, Hiftrionis crocota, Mimi centunculo? Apul. in Apol. 
" + Sanniones mimum agebant rafis capitibus. Voff. Inftit. 

loet. 

+ Planipes gracé dicitur Mimus, ideo autem latiné pla- 
nipes quod Adtores planis pedibus, id eft nudi, profcenium 
introirent. Diomed, L. 3. 

Ff2 
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Character, as Cicero * defcribes it, is exactly the 
modern Harlequin. The Sieur Riccoboni beftows 
a great deal of Criticifm and Erudition to con- 
fute Monfieur Carlodati and Monfieur Menage, 
who are of opinion that Zanzi is not derived 
from the Latin Sannio, but isa Lombard Cor- 
ruption of the Word Gioanni or Gianni, which 
Name they obferve (to fupport theirConjecture) 
isapplied {till to exprets Ridicule and Contempt. 
But however: that be, it is of no great impor- 
tance to our Author’s main Defign in this place, 
viz. to prove the Similitude of  Harlequin’s 
Charaéter to that of the ancient Sannio, nor can 
it in the leaft hinder him to conclude as he does. 
‘It therefore plainly appears, by what we 
‘¢ have faid in this and the preceding Chapter, 
‘* that one Species of the Latin Comedy has 
*¢ been continued, and ftil] fubfiftsin Jtaly, un- 
*¢ der the Name of the /talian Comedy ; whereas 
‘© other Nations have been a long time without 
‘< any kind of Comedy at all ; and thofe which 
«¢ they act at prefent, are but Imitations of the 
“* regular Comedy of the Latins, which we have 
‘* mentioned before: but thefe Comedies cannot 
“¢ pretend, like the Jtalian Comedy, to be im- 
“«¢ mediately deriv’d from the Latin Comedy.” 
Our Author obferved before, that two Caufes 
concurr’d to deftroy the ancient Stage: The 
Preaching of the Chriltians, and the Decay of 
Literature, by the Invafion of the Barbarians. 
But as the laft of thefe Caufes could only affe& 
fuch Entertainments of the Stage, as ftood in 
need of polite Literature to fupport them; fo 
the Mimicks, Sanniones or Planipedes might, and 


probably 


* Quid enim poteft tam ridiculum quam Sannio effe? qui 
ore, vultu, imitandis motibus, voce, corpore denique ride- 
tur toto. 
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probably did continue to amufe and divert the 
People with their ridiculous Grimaces and coarfe 
Ribaldry, in the times of the greateft Barba- 
rifm. We know from Caffodorus*, that they 
were in being at leaft about the middle of the 
fixth Century ; and St. Thomas Aquinas, who 
lived in the beginning of the thirteenth Century, 
fpeaks of an /yifirionatus Ars exercifed in his 
Time, and for many Ages before, which he +, 
and after him St. Antonin + allow, under proper 
Regulations, to be both lawful and neceffary. 
And therefore fince the Opinion of thefe Divines 
concerning the Hi/friones was {fo different from 
that of ||St. Auguftin and § Laétantius, it is to 
be imagined, that by that time the 4rs Aitri- 
onatus had been in fome meafure. accommodated 
to the Rules of Chriftianity, and praétifed fo as 
not to be odenfive to Religion: and, in fhort, 
that the fame Farces which the Pagan Hifri- 
ones acted agreeably to their Religion and Cuf- 
toms, were now exhibited by Chriftians con- 
fittenuly with theirs. Our Author remarks, 

Ef 3 that 


* Conftituatur a vobis prafini Pantomimus; quatenus 
fumptum quem pro Spectaculo Civiratis impendimus, electis 
contuliffe videamur. Caffiod. L.I. Epift. 20. 

+ Ludus eft neceflarius ad confervationem vite humanz:--- 
& ideo etiam officium Hiftrionum quod ordinatur ad folanum 
hominibus exhibendum,non eft fegundum f illicitum. Dum- 
modo moderate ludo utantur, illi quieis moderate tubveni- 
unt, non peccant, fed jufte faciunr mercedem miniftcrii eis 
tribuendo. S.Thom. 2. 2. quexft. 168. Art. 3. 

+ Hiftrionatus Ars, quia defervit humanz recreationi, de 
fe non eft illicita, unde & de illa arte vivere non eft prohibi- 
tum. S. Anton. part.3. tit. 8. cap. 4. 

} Donare res fuas Hiftrionibus Vitium eft immane. St. 
Auguft. fup. Joan, 

§ Hiftrionum impudiciffimi motus quid aliud nifi libidines 
docent & inftigant, Hiftrionum impudiciffimi geftus in qui- 
bus infames feminas imitantur, libidinefque quas faltande 
exponunt, docent. Lactan. L.6, Div. Initit. Cap. 20, 
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that the Profeffion of the Stage being call’d 
Hiftrionatus Ars, and the Actors Hiftriones, in 
the time of Aquinas, isa ftrong Confirmation of 
his Opinion, that they were the Defcendants of 
the ancient Mimi, who were call’d Hiftriones ; 
becaufe, together with their ridiculous Geftures, 
they acted the Ludi Attellani, which the Ro- 
mans borrow’d from the People of Atiella, who 
called their Actors Hi/triones. 

*T ill the fifteenth Century there were no other 
Stage-Entertainments in J¢aly but thefe extempore 
Farces ; and then (our Author thinks) they be- 
gun to write regular Comedies, after the manner 
of Plautus and Terence, becaufe the Language 
began in that Age to be polifh’d and refined by 
Dante, Petrarch, Boccaceand others; and that 
fome of the printed Plays, fuppofed to be com- 
pofed about the Beginning of the fixteenth Cen- 
tury, were taken from Manufcripts compoled 
Jong before. However, about the Year 1500, 
a great number of excellent Tragedies were 
compofed both in Profe and Verfe by the Wits 
that adorn’d that Age, as the Cardinal Bibiena, 
Ariofto, Triffino, Rucellai, D’ Ambra, and many 
others. 

About this time the Arts and Sciences being 
reviv’d in Jtaly, and the Gott for them conti- 
nually oe many Societies and Acade- 
mies of Jearned Men were inftituted. In thefe 
Academies they aéted the regular Pieces that 
were compofed for the Theatre, for their own 
Amufement, and to try to reform the Tafte of 
the Age. But thofe that made the Stage their 
Profeffion, continued in their old way, know- 
ing it would turn to better account for gain. 
Flaminio Scala, a famous Comedian, and Head 
ofa Company, {till contined to at the common 

Harlequin 





_. -m =o om A CF hms 








Art.23. H1istToRIA LITTERARIA. 


Harlequin Farces, which he indeed put into a 

better fhape, and gave printed Sketches or Plans 

of them ; which were nothing elfe but a fort of 
larger Bills, giving a fimple account of what was 

to be reprefented on the Stage: which was a thing 

entirely new, and which none of the profefied 
Players, before hbimfelf, hadeverdone, By this 
means he acquir’d the Reputation of the beft 
Comedian of the Age, which we are to under- 
ftand only of profefied Players ; for none could 
imagine, that his extempore incoherent Farces 
were comparable to the regular and beautitul 
Pieces that were compofed by La/cha,Secchi, and 
other excellent Writers in his time: tho’, com- 
par’d with the Harlequin Farces of former Play- 
ers, they might be efteem’d a confiderable im- 
provement of the Stage. It is worth remarking, 
that in his time Women were firft introduced 
upon the Stage ; before, (as Cechini informs us) 
Boys acted in Women’s Clothes. 

Thus we fee it was long before the Stage. 
players would hazard the acting a regular Piece, 
knowing the Tafte of the Publick to run moft 
upon that low Humour and Bufloonery, which 
good Comedies don’t admit of : however, we 
find, that afterwards the Tragedies and Come- 
dies which had been acted formerly in the Aca- 
demies, were acted over again by the publick 
Players, befides many new ones that were com- 
pofed on purpofe for them ; tho’ nodoubt, at 
the fame time they frequently exhibited their 
Harlequin Shows. This was the State of the 
Stage till the Beginning of the feventeenth Cen- 
tury, when the Belles Lettres and the Stage fell 
confiderably into decay in Jtaly,; which our Au- 
‘thor attributes to the Spaniards who were \-ft 
by the Emperor Charles V. in Sicily, Naples and 

f 4 Milan 3 
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Milan; from thence came thofe monftrous Pro- 
ductions of Tragick Opera’s, Tragi-comical O- 
pera’s, Fc. Which, together with the Tranfla- 
tions of the Spanifh Tragi-comedies, entirely 
corrupted, and defaced the Beauty of the Italian 
Stage. 

The fpeaking different Dialects on the Stage, 
was firft introduced (our Author thinks) by 
Ruzante, who died in the Year 1542; there be- 
ing no account of it before, and its being in ufe 
fo much foon after, as appears by The Téeaire 
of Fiaminio Scala, which he publifhed in the 
Year 1611. It was, no doubt, well imagin’d to 
catch the Populace, who applauded with a fort 
of Emulation, whatever was {poke on the Stage, 
in the Dialeé& of the Country they belong’d to, 
infomuch, that there was hardly a Province of 
Italy but furnifhed its refpeétive Mafque or Cha- 
racter for the Stage. Hence the Pantaloon of 
Venice, the Beltrame of Milan, the Do<tor of 
B.ulogne, the Scaramouch and Pollichinello of 
Naples, the Giangurgolo of Calabria, the Harle- 
quin and Scapin ot Bergama, Fc. befides others 
introduc’d by the S, aaiards, who alfo fpoke 
their Language on the Stage. Our Author at 
the End of his Book has given Copper-plates 
reprefenting the Drefs of thefe feveral Mafques, 
together with Explications of their feveral Cha- 
racters and the Parts they acted. It is remark- 
able,that during moft of the feventeenthCentury, 
when the Theatrical Pieces were fo miferably 
bad, there were hardly ever better Actors on the 
Italian Stage , infomuch, that they made them- 
felves be taken notice of, and encouraged b 
the greateft Men of the Age, as Lewis XIII. 
of France, and others. 


Hitherto 
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Hitherto we have feen the /talian Stage en- 
tirely corrupted, as to Tafte and Regularity 
of Compofition ; but our Author tells us fur- 
ther, that when he firft began to practife that 
Profeffion, about the Year 1690, not only 
good Tragedies and Comedies, but good Action 
was fo rare a thing, that there were few tole- 
rable Comedians at that time in Jta/y; that 
they were neceffitated to find their Harlequins, 
and principal Mafques among the common 
ftroling Rope-dancers: fo that the Stage was 
now at its loweft ebb in Jtaly, having neither 
Authors nor Actors. 

Things were in this State when the Sieur 
Riccoboni, at twenty-two years of age, put him- 
felf at the Head of a Company, and apply’d, 
with all his might, to the Reformation of the 
Stage, by prefenting firft Tranflations of the 
beft French, and reviving fome of the old Italian 
Tragedies : and being animated by Succefs, he 
attempted the Revival of good Comedy alfo, 
in which he proceeded after the fame manner, 
giving firft Tranflations from the French, which 
fucceeded tolerably well, as did alfo a Comedy 
of his own compofing, call’d, The Fealous Wo- 
man. But when he attempted to. revive the old 
Italian Comedies, and had pitch’d upon the 
Scolaftica of Aricfto for the firft trial, he fucceed- 
ed fo ill, that having with much difficulty got 
through four Aéts, he was obliged to let fall 
the Curtain, and give itover; which gave him 
fuch a difguft at the vitiated Tafte of his own 
Country, that he foon afterwards left Jéaly and 
came into France. 

Having given an account of the ingenious 
Author’s Hiftory of the Jtalian Stage, we fhall 
now give fome account of his Differtation on 
modern Tragedy, After 
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After having made fome Apology for the 
Freedom he takes in remarking on the French 
Dramatick Performances, he begins his Differ- 
tation, by obferving the Difference betwixt the 
Greeks (who were the firft Inventers of Tragedy) 
and the Moderns, in the End and Intention of 
it. The Greek Poets hada double Defign, viz. 
The Correétion of the Paffions, which is the 
immediate and natural Tendency of Tragedy, 
and the Inftruction of the Senates and Princes: 
under whom they liv’d. He inftances in the 
Palamedes of Euripides, in which the Poet (be- 
fides the Perfecution of U/yffes againft Palamedes) 
intended to make the Athenians fenfible of the 
Injuftice of their Sentence againft Socrates. 
Ariftotle (tis true) affigns no other End of Tra- 
gedy but the Correction of the Paffions ; but 
that is not to be wonder’d at: for befides that 
the Poets were at a great deal of pains to couch 
their Precepts, (it being found to be dangerous 
in all Ages and Countries to fhow an Inclination 
to teach our Betters) his Situation obliged him 
to approve, at leaft not to blame the Conduct 
of his Pupil Alexander the Great. Which was di- 
rectly contrary tothe Moral of the Greek Tra- 
gedies, which were moftly calculated to fhow 
the bad Effects of Tyranny and Ambition; and 
therefore that Moral was not proper to be ex- 
plain’d and infifted on by Ariftorle. 

After the Grecians, the Romans, and after 
them the Moderns writ Tragedies ; but (as our 
Author thinks) only for the fake of writing 
Tragedies, without having any political End in 
view : which Obfervation I believe will hold 
pretty generally, with regard to the Italian and 
French Tragedies ; for the Manner of Govern- 


_ ment in Jaly and France is fuch, as not to 


admit 
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admit of thofe ftrong Sentiments of Liberty, 
which were fo beautiful and ufeful in the ancient 
Dramatick Performances ;but it will by no means 
be found juft, with refpect to the Briti/h Stage : 
tho’ our Author may well be excufed, fince he 
profeffes not to be acquainted with it. 

Before the Year 1500, or thereabouts, it was 
ufual in Italy, during Lent, and upon folemn 
Occafions, to exhibit in the Churches Reprefen- 
tations of the Paffion of Chrift, the Sufferings 
of the Martyrs,and Lives of the Saints; at which 
the People affiited out of a Principle of Devo- 
tion, which made the Introduction of regular 
Tragedy into Italy the more difficult: for 2s 
the People came generally away from thofe fa- 
cred Spectacles with Hearts full of religious Sor- 
row, they did not care to have Grief and Sad- 
nefs excited in them oftener than was neceflary. 
While the Belles Lettres flourifhed in Jtaly, 
Tragedy was, for fome time, fupported by the 
Litterati, who were charm’d with the Imitations 
of the Ancients ; but the Grofs of the People, 
who make the better part of the Audience, 
efpecially in /taly, not relifhing that polite En- 
tertainment, it foon fell into decay. Triffino 
was the firft that made a Tragedy in the Italian 
Language,upon the Subject of Sophonisba; which 
our Author fays, is an excellent Performance: 
and if fucceeding Writers had follow’d his Ex- 
ample, Tragedy might have taken furer footing 
in /taly, But they, by mixing too much Horror 
in their Pieces, frighted People from feeing 


them, and there is but fmall hope of its being ~ 


reftored to its former Efteem ; tho’ fince 1700, 
it has been a little revived by Gravina, and the 
celebrated Marquis Maffei, | 


From — 
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From the Italian, our Author paffes to the 
French Stage, which was much later, and indeed 
was not brought to any degree of Perfeétion 
before Peter Corneille ; who may be reckon’dnot 
only the Reformer, but Inventer of the French 
Tragedy, becaufe he and his Succeffors writ in 
a manner different from either Greeks, Latins, 
or Jtalians ; and which was entirely accommo- 
dated to the Gallantry and Politenefs of the 
French Coyrt: infomuch that their Tragedies 
feem to be nearly allied to, if not the immediate 
Offspring of Romance ; for Love and Roman- 
tick Gallantry is fo much in vogue on the French 
Stage, that in all their Performances, even 
where the Characters feem to forbid it, Love 
is the prevailing Paffion. Who would think 
(fays our Author) that Sertorius and Pompey 
would conclude agrave and ferious Converfation 
upon Politicks and Matters of State, with a Con- 
ference about their Amours? This romantick 
Gallantry often takes up three fourths of the 
Play, and without it the whole five Acts might 
be reduc’d to one or two at moft, and the Action 
not in the leaft interrupted by that Retrench- 
ment ; which he proves by feveral Inftances: nor 
does he think it a fufficient Excufe to fay (as is 
commonly done) that without a great deal of 
Love and Gallantry, their Tragedies would 
never be agreeable to the French Ladies ; for 
he obferves, that Athaliab had great Succefs ; 
and the greateft Objection to Monfieur de Vol- 
taire’s Oedipus, was the Amours of Philoétetes 
and Focafta. But the true reafon (he imagines) 
is, that-it {wells the Piece, fupplies the Barren- 
nefs.of Invention, and throws a Mift before the 
Readers or Spectators Eyes, and thereby — 
ers 
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ders them to perceive the Irregularity and Im- 
perfection in the Conduct of the main Action. 
Another Particularity in the French Tragedy, 
is the Exclufion of the Chorus, and the Intro- 
duction of Confidants, which area fort of Per- 
fonages both ufelefs and impertinent very often 
on the Stage, and which feem alfo to be bor- 
rowed from Romance; in which the Knight and 
the Squire gave the hint of the Principal and 
Confidant on the Stage. M. Rouffeau, in his 
Letter to our Author (which is prefix’d to the 
fecond Volume) thinks this Reflection a little 
too fevere, and puts him in mind that Confi- 
dants are frequently very conveniently brought 
upon the Stage ; and were alfo made ufe of by 
the Ancients, particularly Euripides: which our 
Author does not deny, but fays, what he finds 
fault with, is the bringing in Confidants right 
or wrong, asif they were effential toa Tragedy. 
He comes next to what Criticks call the three 
fundamental Rules of Tragedy, viz. The Uni- 
ties of Place, Time and Aétion.  Ariftotle has 
faid nothing of the Unity of Place, becaufe the 
Time being once determin’d, he thought that, 
from the Nature of the Thing, muft determine 
the Place: befides, the Ancients Manner of Re- 
prefentation was at firft very fimple, having 
neither Machines, nor Variety of Decorations, 
which are neceflary to help the Imagination 
when the Place of Action changes: for which 
reafon the firft Authors of Tragedy were ob- 
liged to chufe fuch Subjects as could be acted 
on the fame invariable Spot ; and the Decora- 
tions and Machines were afterwards introduc’d 
to heighten the Magnificence of their Shows : 
yet thofe Decorations were only Ornaments of 
the fame Scene, and the Machines were for Lg 
le- 
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Divinities that were introduc’d on the Stage. 
That Paffage of Virgil, 


Vel Scena ut Verfis difcedat frontibus, 


can Only be underftood of the Scenes being 
chang’d when a Piece was finifh’d, and when 
they hada mind to reprefent another. In fhort, 
the Greeks were fo much accuftomed to the Ob- 
fervance of this Rule, that they had no need to 
have it formally prefcrib’d ; but the Moderns 
neglecting the Unity of Place fo far as to ex- 
ceed all probability, (as Claveret, who, in his 
Rape of Proferpine, makes thei Scene fometimes 
in Heaven, fometimes in Sicily, and fometimes 
in Hell) the Criticks have made an exprefs Pre- 
cept concerning it: but by obferving that Pre- 
cept too fcrupuloufly, they have alfo departed 
from Probability, which is the Foundation of ali. 
For what probability is there, that a Prince’s 
Cabinet fhould be the Scene on which a Con- 
fpiracy againft his Life and Government is acted ¢ 
and yet that is the Cafe in the Cinna of the great 
Corneille. So-that we fee the skipping from 
Country to Country, and'the being fcrupuloufly 
attach’d to the fame invariable Spot (unlefs the 
Subject be calculated for it) are equally de- 
ftructive of Probability ; and therefore the only 
reafonable Rule is, that the Bounds of the Place 
is to be determin’d by the Length of the Time, 
and the Nature of the Action. 

As to the Unity of Time (which 4riftotle con~ 
fines to twenty four Hours) our Author obferves, 
the French are not always ftri€t Obfervers of it ; 
he inftances the Tragedy of the Horatii, the 
Time of which can’t be lefs than two or three 
Days. In the Unity of Action he finds them 
more defective ftill, in refpect of the Greek 

Tragedies, 
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Tragedies, which are fo fimple, that one never 
lofes fight of the Plot: whereas the French Tra- 
gedies are often fo perplex’d with Epifodes, that 
it is not without difficulty one can trace the 
principal Action; nay, it is hard to fay fome- 
times, which is the Action, and which are the 
Epifodes, as in the Cid, Mitbridates, and many 
others. 

There feems fometimes to be two evident 
Adtions in the fame Piece, equally principal ; 
as in the Andromache of Monfieur Racine, where 
the fatal Effects of Pyrrbus’s Love for Andro- 
mache, and Oreftes’s for Hermione, feem. to be 
two quite diftiné Actions, and each of thema 
Subject fufficient for a Tragedy : but M. Roufeau, 
in his forefaid Letter, has convine’d him of his 
Miftake, by fhewing him, that the Love of 
Oreftes for Hermione not only promotes, but is 
fo far fubfervient to the other Action, that it 
could not have been accomplifh’d without it. 
The Juftice of which Obfervation he owns in 
his Anfwer. 

He proceeds next to the Characters in the 
French Tragedy, which, he obferves, are not 
fufficiently, mark’d and diftinguifh’d. A Grecian 
Hero is grand, witha Mixture of Fiercenefs. and 
Cruelty ; a Roman Hero is alfo grand, but at 
the fame time humane and generous: butin the 
French Tragedies, Cefar and Alexander, Pompey 
and Mithridates, Sc. feem as if they were born 
in the fame Country, and educated in.the fame 
Maxims. But befides a general and’ national 
Character, there is alfo a proper and particular 
one to be obferv’d in. every fingle Perfon, which 
the French alfo frequently neglect : The Charac- 
ter of Pyrrbus is to be impetuous and cruel 5 
that of Hippolitus auftere and rigid, and an 

Enemy 


433 





434 Historia LITTERARIA. N°.XVII. 


Enemy to Love: and yet in Monfieur Racine 
, we find the one humble, tender, and fubmiffive 
to Andromache; the other delicate in his 
Thoughts, and foft in his Expreffions to his 
dear Aricia. However, he allows, that the fame 
incomparable Author has fometimes drawn his 
Characters with the greateft Juftnefs, as Achilles 
in his Iphigenia, &e. 

The Sentiments come next to be confidered, 
and here (fays our Author) the French fhine 
moft, and yet that very Excellency is frequently 
aStumbling-block to them ; for by indulging 
the Heat of their Imaginations, they run quite 
beyond Nature, We fhall fee a Hero, in the ut- 
mott Violence of his Paffion, delivering the 
moft refined metaphyfical Sentences; and when 
he feems to be in the moft deplorable Condition, 
and his cafe quite defperate, he fhall furprize 
us with fome noble and uncommon Sentiment, 
and by that means divert the Compaffion, which 
his Diftrefs would naturally raife, by enga- 
ging the whole Attention to his elevated No- 
tions. For the Truth of this Obfervation, he 
refers to the Harangues of Oedipus to Dirce, 
and thofe of Cornelia to Cefar, and the Afhes 
of Pompey. . 

He finds fault not only with the Sentiments, 
but alfo the Expreffion, when they make their 
Perfons fpeak a Language not at all propor- 
tion’d to their Sex, Age or Condition; and 
concludes his Obfervations on the Sentiments 
with an Elogium of Monficur Racine for his 
Juftnefs and Correétnefs in this particular, 
tho’ he takes notice of two Speeches in his Tra- 
gedies, that are defective in thisrefpeét, The 
firft is that of Pyrrbus to Ardromache.. 
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Fe fouffre tous le maux que j ai fait devant Troye 
Vaincu, chargé de fers, de regrets confumé, 
Brulé de plus de feux quije n’en allumai. 


The othet is the Speech of Theramene in 
Phedra and Hippolitus. 


Le Ciel.avec horreur voit ce monftre fauvage, 
La terre s’en émeut, Pair en eft infecté, 
Le flot que Vapporta recule epouvanteé. 


_ After having taken notice in his laft Chapter, 
that as one of a Poet’s Ends is to pleafe, and 
that therefore he muft conform himfelf to the 
Humour and ‘Cuftoms of the Country and Age 
wherein he lives, he concludes his Differtation 
with a fhort Critique and Commendation of 
the English Tragedy of Cato. 


The fecond Volume of this Work contains 
Abftraéts of fome of the moft celebrated /talian 
Tragedies and Comedies, of which no fhorter 
account can be given (fo as to give the Reader 
any tolerable notion of them) than our Author 
himfelf gives, z 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Hiftoire Ancienne des Egyptiens, des Car- 
thaginois, des Affyriens, des Babylo~ 
niens, des Medes, & des Perfes, des 
Macedoniens, des Grecs. Par M. Rollin, 
ec. Tome Second. a Paris 1732. 


That is, 


The Ancient Hiftory of the Egyptians, 
Carthaginians, Affyrians, Babylonians, 
Medes, Perfians, Macedonians, Greeks, 
By M.Rollin, dc. The Second Vol. in 
3v0, containing 630 Pages. 

Being a ae of Art. V. Numb. I. 


R. Rollin begins this Volume with a fhort 

Geographical Defcription of Afia, and 
fome general Reflections on the feveral Forms 
of Government, by way of Introduction, and 
then proceeds to 

Book IIT. Containing the Hiftory of the 4 
Sprians, Medes and Lydians. 

I. There are two different Accounts of the 
Duration of the A/jrian Empire; that of Ctefias, 
who makes it laft 1300 Years, and of Herodotus, 
who reckons only 520. Our Author (who 
makes Nimrod or Belus the Founder both of the 
Empire and City Babylon) thinks the firft more 
agreeable to Truth. Calliftenes (in his Letter 
to Arflotle) fays the Babylonians reckon’d 1903 
‘Years when Alexander enter’d Babylon; which 
agrees pretty wel] with Crefas’s Account, and 
the Opinion of the beft Chronologers concern- 
ing the time in which Nimrod flourith’d, viz. 

; the 
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the Year of the World 1800, Having thus 
fettled the Date of this vaft Empire, we proceed 
with our Author, to give fome account of the 
moft remarkable Princes that governed it, be- 
ginning with the Founder, 

Nimrod or Belus, who was an ambitious and 4.M.1800: 
afpiring Man, and who, by the Exercife of 
hunting, for which he was famous, inured the 
young Men to Hardfhips and Toil, and at the 
fame time accuftomed them to Obedience and 
Dependance, thereby facilitating his Defigns, 
which were to fubdue and rule his Neighbours, 
He built Babylon, conquer’d Afjria (or Affur, 
which, our Author thinks, is the Name of a 
Province, and not of aMan) in which he founded 
the City Nineveh, fo call’d from his Son and 
Succeffor 

Ninus, whom fome Hiftorians have faid to be 
the Founder of the 4/jrian Empire, and who, 
for that reafon, attribute to him many of the 
Actions of his Father Belus, whofe meafures he 
clofely purfued, and with the affiftance of the 
Arabians fabdued an infinite Tract of Country, 
from Egypt, as far as India, in the fpace of 
feventeen Years. At his return he enlarged and 
beautified the City Nineveh on the River Tigris. 
This City is faid to have been * 150 Stadia in 
Length, ninety in Breadth, and 480 in Circuit. 
After he had finifh’d this prodigious Under- 
taking, he refum’d his Expedition againft the 
Indians and Baétrians, and took Baéfria, the 
Capital of the Country 3 where Semiramis, one of 
his Officer’s Wives, fo much fignaliz’d herfelf, 
that Ninus married her, and had a Son by her 
call’d Ninyas. Soon after his return to Nineveb, 
he died, and left che Adminiftration of the Em- 
pire to his Queen, 


Gg 2 Semi- 
* A Stadium is theEighth Part of «Mile. . 
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Semiramis made fo many and fo magnificent 
Works about Babylon, that the is faid by fome 
to have built it. Here our Author takes occafion 
to defcribe the moft remarkable Works of an- 
cient Baby/on (tho’ many of them were done in 
fucceeding Reigns) that the Reader may have 
2 more united View of them by feeing them all 
together. 

1. Its Walls were fifty Cubits thick, two 
hundred high, and four hundred and eighty in 
Circuit. The whole made a large Square, in 
each of whofe Sides were twenty five brazen 
Gates, terminating fo many Streets. 

2. The Bridge over a Branch of the Euphra- 


tes, which run through the City from North 


to South, was a Stidium long, and thirty feet 
broad, 

3. There was a Lake near the City, which 
communicated with the Euphrates by a Canal ; 
which Lake, according to Herodotus, was four 


‘hundred and twenty Stadia fquare. There were | 
-alfo two Canals cut. from the Euphrates to the 


Tigris, above the City, to prevent any damage 
from the overflowing of the River, occafioned 
by the melting of the Snow in Summer on the 
Mountains of Armenia. There was likewife a 
Key along the Sides of the River, within the 
City, of the fame Structure and Height as the 
Walls. 

4. There were two Palaces at the two Ex- 
tremities of the Bridge, with a Communication 
by a Vault under.thé River; on the Weft was 
the new Palace of fixty Stadia in circumference, 
and encompafled with a triple Wall. Here 
w. re the famous hanging Gardens, which were 
a large Square rifing gradually (in form of an 
Amphitheatre) by Terraffes fupported by Vaults 
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one above another: on the higheft Terrafs was 
a Pump which drew Water from the River, to 
ferve the whole Garden. _ . 

5. Near the old Palace, at the eaft end of the 
Bridge, ftood the Temple of Be/us, Bel or Baal, 
in the Centre of which wasa prodigious fquare 
Tower, whofe Bafe was a Stadium every way, 
and its Height the fame ; it diminifhed gradu- 
ally to the top, and the Afcent was by- wind- 
ing Stairs on the outfide. Befides the Worfhip 
of Belus, this Tower ferved alfo for an Aftrono- 
mical Obfervatory. . 

After having adorn’d and beautify’d the City, 
Semiramis made a tour through all her Domi- 
nions, leaving Marks of her Magnificence 
wherever fhe went; viz. Stately Buildings, A- 
quzducts, High-ways cut through Mountains, 
and thrown over Valleys, and made herfelf fo 
much refpeéted and admir’d by her People, 
that her very Prefence was fufficient to quell a 
Sedition. 

Not contented with the Dominions left her 
by Ninus, the conquered Ethicpia, and return- 
ing from thence prepar’d for an Expedition into 
India, and appointed the general Rendezvous 
of her Forces at Baéfra, from whence advanc- 
ing to the Indus, the defeated the King of India, 
who difputed her Paffage, and purfu’d him into 
the Heart of his own Country ; where he drew her 
defignedly, and then turning gave her battle,and 
by the number of his Elephants got the Victory, 
wounded the Queen herfelf in two places, made 
a prodigious flaughter of her Men, and purfu’d 
her back to the Indus, which fhe crofs’d, and 
having got.over her Forces (a great number of 
them perifhing in the hurry of the Paffage) 
fhe broke down the Bridge, and fo puta ftop 
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to the Enemy’s Career, After having exchang’d 
Prifoners at Baéfria, fhe return’d home, with 
hardly a third of her Army, which confifted, 
according to Ctefias, of 300000 Foot, 50000 
Horfe, befides Camels and arm’d Chariots. At 
her return finding her Son engae’d in a Confpi- 
racy againft her (as fhe had been foretold by 
the Oracle of Ammon, which fhe vifited in her 
Expedition to Ethiopia) fhe refign’d the Go- 
vernment and retired, The Story ofher getting 
the Kingdom by betraying her Hufband, her 
perfonating her Son Menyas and her criminal 
Paffion for him, our Author rejects as fabulous. 
Ninyas degenerated much from the Spirit of 
his Anceftors. He gave himfelf up entirely to 
Luxury and Sloth, and hardly ever ftirr’d out of 
his Palace. He kept always a good number of 
Troops brought from different Provinces, which 
he renew’d every Year, that they might not 
have time to form Confpiracies againft him. 
This Policy was alfo praétifed by his Succeffors, 
of whom we have no particular account till 
Sardanapalus, who exceeded al] his Predecef- 
fors for Luxury, Effeminacy and Idlenefs; he 
fhut himfelf up among his Concubines, and 
abandon’d himfelf to the moft fhameful and 
criminal Pleafures, whereby he became con- 
temptible to his Generals, who confpir’d to de- 
throne him. The Chiefs were 4rbaces, Gover- 
nour of Media; Bele/is,Governour of Babylon; and 
Tiglathpbalafar or Ninus junior, Governour of 
Nineveh. Alarm’d at this Revolt, he took the 
Field with what Troops he could get together s 
and being defeated, he fhut himfelf up in the 
City Nin veb (which the Malecontents befieg’d) 
and comforted himfelf with an old Prediction, 
that Nineveh would never be taken till the River 
became 
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became its Enemy, which he thought impoffible, 
and fo liv’d fecure ; till the Tigris overflowing 
its Banks, made a Breachin the Wall; and then 
defpairing, he erected a wooden Pile, on which 
he burnt himfelf, his Wives, Slaves, and all 
his Treafure. And thus this vaft Empire was 
divided into three, Babylon, Nineveh and Media. 
II. Of the Kings that reign’d in Babylon be- 
fore it was united to Nineveh, we know nothing 
at all, excepting Belefis or Nabonaffar (from 
whofe Reign commences the famous Aéra call’d 
by his Name) and his Son Merodach Baladan, 
who fent Ambaffadors to congratulate Hezechias 
King of Zudab, onthe Recovery of his Health, 
II. The firft who reign’d in Nineveb, after 
the Divifion of the Empire, was he who in Scrip- 
ture is call’d Tiglathphalafar, and who, at the 
defire of Achaz, King of Fudab, invaded Syria, 
which he conquer’d, as he did alfo Galilee, and 
a]] that belong’d to the Kingdom of Jjrael be- 
yond Jordan; and fqueez’d immenfe Sums from 
Achaz, whom he pretended to affift. 
Salmanafar, whom the Bible calls Svah, be- 
ing incens’d at Hofea, King of Samaria, for re- 
fufing to pay him tribute, and for putting him- 
felf under the protection of the King of Egypt, 
befieg’d him three Years in Samaria, which he 
at laft took, and carried the People captive into 
Affyria, which put an end to the Kingdom of 
Tjrael. He was fucceeded by his Son 
Sennacherib, who march’d with a powerful A.M.3287. 
Army againft Hezechias, King of Judah, for 
refufing to pay him tribute; and having ravag’d 
all the Country, he laid fiege to Fer ufalem; but 
hearing that the King of Agypt was coming to . 
its relicf, he went againft him, defeated him, 
and returning loaden with booty, renew’d the 
Gg4 Siege 
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Siege of Ferufalem, which was miraculoufly de? 
liver’d; an Angel in one Night deftroying 
80000 of Sennacherib’s Men, which obliged him 
to raife the Siege, and return home, where, be- 
ing mad with his Misfortunes, he play’d the Ty- 
rant, and in the Temple of Ne/rach was killed 
by his own Sons; and they being obliged to 
fly, the Kingdom was pofleffed by 

Afarhaddon, who taking the advantage of 
fome Diforder in Babylon, feiz’d it, and added 
itto his own Empire. He tranfported into 
Affyria a\\ that remained of the ancient Inhabi- 
tants of Samaria, and fent a Colony from the 
Country about Euphrates to fupply their place. 
His Generals alfo took Manaffeh King of Fu- 
dab Prifoner, and carried him to Babylon, but 
he was afterwards releas’d and returned to 7e- 
rufalem. 

His Son Sao/duchin, call’d in the Bible Nebu- 
chadnezzar, fucceeded, He overthrew the King 
of Media in the Plain of Ragau, and took their 
capital City Ecbatane. Soon after happen’d the 
Siege of Bethuliah, by his General Holophernes, 
and the famous Adventure of Judith, He was 
fucceeded by 

Saracus, a Prince fo odious and contemptible 
to his Subjects, that Nabopolaffar, the General 
of his Forces, revolted and feized Babylon. 

Nabopolaffar, the better to fupport himielf, 
made an alliance with Cyaxares, King of the 
Medes, in conjunction with whom he took Ni- 
neveb, as we fhall fee afterwards. In his old 
age he affociated to himfelf in the Government 
his Son 

Nebuchodonofor, or Nebuchadnezzar, who de-. 
feated Neco, King of Egypt, near the Euphrates, 


invaded Syria and Palejtine, befieg’d and took 
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Ferufalem,impos’d aTribute on theKing Yoakim, 
and carried a great number of Captives, and 
much Treafure, into Babylon, Here commences 
the feventy years Captivity of the Jews. When 
he returned to Babylon, he promoted Daniel, 
one of the Fewi/h Captives, for his Skill in in- 
terpreting Dreams, to the higheft Dignities, 
making him Governour of Babylon, and Super- 
intendant of the Magi. The King of Fudab 
revolting, he again befieged Ferujalem, and 
after a tedious Siege took and burnt it, carrying 
the King Zedechias, and all the Inhabitants, with 
all the Riches of the Temple and Palace to Ba- 
bylon. Sometime after he alfo took Tyre, which 
endur’d a long Siege, conquer’d Egypt, and re- 
turning home,adorn’d Babylon with feveral mag- 
nificent Works, At Jaft he grew mad, and run 
upon the Mountains like a wild Beaft, but re- 
cover’d his Senfes before his Death. He was 
fucceeded by Evilmerodach, who made himfelf 
fo odious by his Debaucheries, that his own 
Relations confpir’d againft him and- put him 
to death, | 

Nerigliffor, his Brother-in-law fucceeded,who 
after a Reign of four Years, in which he did 
nothing remarkable, died, and left the King- 
dom to his Son 

Laborofoarchod, who for his diffolute and 
wicked Life was murdered by his Subjects, af- 
ter a Reign of only nine Months, 

Nabonides, call’d in Scripture Bel/fhazzar, was 
the laft King of Babylon: the City being taken, 
and the Empire transferr’d to the Medes and Per- 
Jians, as will be feen in the Hiftory of Cyrus. 

IV. The Author next proceeds to the Hiftoy 
of the Kingdom of the Medes, founded (accord- 
ing to fome Hiftorians) by Arbaces ; but Hero- 
dotiss 
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dotus, whom our Author follows, gives another 
account of the matter ; the fum of which is this, 
Upon the Decline of the 4/yrian Empire, feve- 
ral Nations revolted, and the Medes, among 
the firft, fhook off their Yoke; who being a rude 
and unciviliz’d People, liv’da long time with- 
out any regular Form of Government, till Vio- 
lence and Licentioufnefs prevailing, they at 
length agreed to chufe a King. 

Dejoces (who had acquir’d a great Reputation 
for his Prudence and Juftice, and the good Or- 
der he had eftablifh’d in the City in which he 
liv’d, and who by fecret Practices had been 
long afpiring to the Sovereignty) was pitch’d 
upon. The firft thing he did, was to fecure the 
Veneration of the People by marks of exterior 
Grandeur, he built a Palace, and took Guards 
for his Perfon : he next applied himfelf to polifh 
and civilize the People, in order to which he 
built the City Ecbatan, and compos’d a Body of 
Laws, and then fhut himfelf up from the Eyes of 
his Subjects, allowing them no accefs to him 
but by Writing, or the Mediation of particular 
Perfons. This Cuftom which Dejoces introduc’d 
(and which was afterwards imitated by other 
Eaftern Kings) however well imagin’d it might 
be in him, who had to do with a rude and bar- 
barous People, was, as our Author obferves, 
€ertainly attended with many Inconveniencies ; 
the Prince being obliged to fee with other Men’s 
Eyes, andno means left for his better Informa- 
tion, in cafe he wasimpos’d upon. This King’s 
whole time being taken up in modelling and 
forming his new Government, he made no at- 
tempt to extend his Dominions, He was fuc- 
ceeded by his Son 


Phraortes, 
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Prince, firft attack’d the Perfians, and having, 
fubdu’d them, made himfelf Mafter ofall Upper 
Afia. After which, he made war upon the 4/j- 
rians, and in the memorable Battle of Ragau 
was defeated, his City taken and plunder’d by 
Nebuchodonofor, and himfelf cruelly put to death. 
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Pbhraortes, who being a warlike and ambitious °3347- 


Cyaxares his Son, a brave and enterprifing A.M.3369 


Prince, fucceeded ; he recover’d theKingdom of 
Media, defeated the Afyrians in a Battle, and 
befieged the Capital, Nineveb, but was diverted 
by an Army of Scythians, who had made an 
Irruption into Media, which obliged him to 
raife the Siege and march againft them, They 
came to an Engagement, in which the Scythians 
having got the Victory, over-run not only Me- 
dia, but almoft all 4/2, and held the Dominion 
of Upper A/a for eight and twenty Years; *till 
the Medes, by agreement, inviting them all at 
one time to be their Guefts, made fo great a 
Mafiacre of them, that thofe who were left be- 
ing terrify’d, fled, and put themfelves under the 
Protection of Alyattes, King of Lydia; which 
occafion’d a tedious War between him and Cy- 
axares, *till at length they came toa Battle, but 
were parted by that famous Eclipfe foretold by 
Thales, which both Parties look’d upon asa Sign 
of the Anger of Heaven, and fo made Peace. 
* One Ceremony which the Eaftern Nations ufed 
upon thefe occafions, and which they had in 
common with the Greeks, is very remarkable ; 
incontraéting Alliances, the Parties contracting 
made Incifions in their Arms, and lick’d each 
other’s Blood. Cyaxares, after his Delivery from 
the Scythian Servitude, bent all his Thoughts 
againft Nineveb, and in conjunétion with Nabo- 
polafar, who had revolted againft the King of 


Affyria, 
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Affyria, he again befieged, and took the City, 
which he raz’d to the Foundation, kill’d King 
Saracus, and made himfelf Mafter of all the 
Kingdom of Afyria, except Babylon andChaldea, 
which were poffefs’d by Nabopolaffar. Soon 
after this Expedition he died, and was fucceed- 
ed by his Son 

A.M.34°9. _AfPyages,call’d in Scripture Affuerus; of whofe 
Reign, tho’ very long, we have little particu- 
larly recorded. He married his Daughter to 
Camby/es, King of Perfia, which Marriage pro- 
duc’d the great Cyrus. His Succeffor,was his Son 
Cyaxares II, after whofe Death the Empires of 
the Medes and Perfians were united in the Per- 
fon of Cyrus. 

Before our Author proceeds to the Hiftory 
of Cyrus, he gives an account of the Kingdom 
of Lydia, whofe King Cre/us had a confiderable 
fhare in the Tranfactions of his Time. 

V. Lydia was fo call’d from Lydus, whofe 
Son Atys, anda long Race of his Defcendants 
fill’d the Throne, and were call’d Atyades. After 
their Extinction it was govern’d by the Hera- 
clides, or Succeffors of Hercules; the laft of whom 
was Candaules, whofe Story is well known. 
When he was dead, the Kingdom was poflefs’d 
by another Family, call’d the Mermuades ; the 
firft of whom was Gyges, who was the Perfon to 
whom Candaules fhow’d his Queen naked, ‘and 
with whom fhe confpir’d for that Affront to 
put him to death. After Gyges’s death the 
Scepter paffed through feveral Hands, ’till at 
length it came to 

Cre/us, a Prince fo famous for his Riches, 
that his Name became a Proverb. His Riches 
however did not enervate his Mind, for he 
was a great Lover and Encourager ges of 
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Arms and Arts. He extended his Conquefts fo 
far, as toreduce all A/ia Minor under his Sub- 
jection, of which his own Kingdom of Lydia 
made but avery {mall part. His Court was the 
Refort of moft of the Philofophers and Men of 
Genius of his Time. Solon, after he had finifh’d 
his Body of Athenian Laws, refolving to employ 
fome time in travelling, came to Sardis, to vifit 
the Court of the renowned Cra/us, where he had 
that famous Converfation with him upon Hap- 
pinefs, occafion’d by a Queftion Cre/us propos’d 
to him, viz. Ifin all his Travels he had met 
with a Man that was truly happy ? - To which 
Solon reply’d he had, and inftanc’d in fome who 
had liv’d in eftimation, and had died honoura- 
bly: from whence he drew this Conclufion 
(containing an Apology for not reckoning 
Cre/fus among the number of happy Perfons he 
had known) That human Life being fubjeét to fo 
Many Viciffitudes, none could be pronounc’d 
truly happy while alive: the Truth of which he 
foon fadly experienc’d, both in the Calamities 
of his Family, and the fatal Cataftrophe of his 
Kingdom, as will ‘be found in the following 
Book. 


Book IV. Containing the Hiftory of Cyrus. 


I, Perfia anciently was no more than a Pro- 
vince of that vaft Country which afterwards was 
call’d by that Name. Before Cyrus, it was a fe- 
parate Kingdom, and his Father Camby/es was 
King ofit, (according to Xenophon, whom our 
Author follows rather than Herodotus.) There 
Laws in general were remarkably good, but 
prrticularly thofe relating to Education of 
Youth; which was not, asin other Countries, 
left entirely to the Pleafure of Parents, (who 

through 
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through Indulgence, Negligence or Incapacity 
are often very unfit for that Charge) but was 
regulated by publick Laws, which extended 
even to their Exercifes, Eating, Drinking, Cha- 
ftifements, &?c. They divided the Males into 
four Claffes, according to their Age: the firft 
confifted of Boys, which comprehended all under 
fixteen; the fecond of young Men, which De- 
nomination they kept till they were twenty-five 
or twenty-fix: the third Clafs was of full-grown 
Men, and took in all under fifty: the fourth 
comprehended all the reft. There was one uni- 
form Method of Education for all, of what 
Rank and Quality foever they were ; and Rules 
prefcribed, and Stations affign’d them fuitable to 
their Age or Clafs. In this manner was Cyrus 
educated, and in all the Periods of his Life ex- 
ceeded thofe of his Clafs, both in Docility and 
Capacity. At twelve Years of age he went 
along with his Mother to the Court of his Grand- 
father Aftyages, where, by the Sweetnefs of his 
Temper, and Vivacity of his Spirit, he gain’d 
the Love and Efteem of all. After three Years 
ftay in Media, his Father fent for him home to 
finifh his Education after the Perfian manner, 
Aftyages being dead, his Son Cyaxares (Cyrus's 
Uncle) apprehending a terrible War with the 
Babylonians, who were not only making vaft 
Preparations themfelves, but ftirring up the 
King of India, and all the neighbouring Powers 
againft the Medes ; fent for Succours to Camby/es 
King of Perfia, who accordingly fent his Son 
Cyrus with 30000 Men to his affiftance. When 
he arriv’d in Media, his Uncle fent him againft 
the Armenians, who had taken this opportunity 
to revolt; but Cyrus not only reduc’d them to 
their former Subjection to the Medes, but made 

them 
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them furnifh both Money and Troops for car- 
rying on the War with the Babylonians ; againft 
whom Cyrus and his Uncle accordingly march’d, 
defeated them in Battle, killed their King Neri- 


gliffor, took many Captives, and much Plunder: 


all which Cyrus leaving with his Uncle, purfu’d 
the Enemy, and after ravaging the Country, 
and gaining many Nations from the Subjection 
of the dfjyrians, he return’d with fo much Ho- 
nour and Reputation, that his Uncle was jealous 
of him, fufpeéting that he had debauch’d his 
Subjeéts ; but he fo fully fatisfied him of his Fi- 
delity, and Attachment to his Intereft, that he 
gave him his only Daughter, with the Affurance 
of all Media for her Dowry. 

After having made all neceffary Preparations 
for profecuting the War, Cyrus fet out with his 
Army, and hearing that Cre/us was made Gene- 
ralifiimo of the confederate Forces, he march’d 
into Lydia, fought and routed his Enemies (who 
were double in number) in the memorable Battle 
of Thymbrea, of which Xenophon gives a very 
full and particular Account. The next day 
after the Battle he took the City Sardis, whofe 
Inhabitants were fpar’d upon delivering up all 
their Money : Cr@/us alfo deliver’d his immenfe 
Treafures, and was nobly and honourably us’d 
by Cyrus, whoallow’d him all the Dignity and 
Authority of a King, except the Power of ma- 
king War. When he had fubdu’d all 4a Mi- 
nor, Syriaand Arabia, he advanc’d towards Ba- 
bylon, which was the only City of all the Eaft 
that ftood out againft him. 

The Siege of Babylon wasa prodigious Un- 
dertaking,the Walls being fo high and fo ftrong, 
that they feem’d impregnable ; and there being 
an infinite Number of Men to guard them. Be- 

fides, 
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fides, they were furnifhed with Provifions fuffi- 
cient for twenty Years. Cyrus defpairing to 
take it by Storm, drew a Line of Circumvalla- 
tion quite round it, asif he intended to reduce 
it by Famine 5 which thofe in the City laugh’d 
at, asa ridiculous Projeét.’ When the Trench 
was quite finifhed, Cyrus took this Opportunity 
to put his defign in execution. Being inform’d 
that the Babylonians were to celebrate a great 
Feftival, at which they were wont to fpend the 
whole Night in Drinking and Debauchery, 
both at Court, and all over the City, he plac’d 
a Body of Troops at the Place were the River 
enters the City, and another where it goes out, 
with Orders to go into the Town by the Chan- 
nel of the River,as foon as they found it paffable: 
which done, when Night came, he opened the 
Trenches on both fides the River, both above 
and below the City, and fo let out the Water, 
which flow’d round by the Trenches, by which 
means the Channel was foon left dry. Then the 
two Bodies of Troops entring according to their 
Orders, march’d on without refiftance to the 
very Heart of the City, furpriz’d the Guards, 
broke into, and made themfelves Mafters of the 
Palace, and meeting the King (who had put 
himfelf at the head of thofe he could find to 
follow him) they kill’d him. 

Thus Cyrus having taken Babylon, order’d all 
that he found in the Streets to be put to the 
Sword ; then he order’d all the Citizens to de- 
liver up their Arms, and not to ftir out of their 
Houfes. The next Morning, when the Garri- 
fon, thit was in the Citadel, found that the City 
was tiken, and the King kill’d, they furren- 
der’d, and thus C rus, al not without ftriking 
aS.roke, made ainfelf Matter of the ftrongeit 
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City inthe World. Defigning to fix the prin- 
cipal Seat of the Empire at Babylon, and know- 
ing that the Inhabitants could have no good will 
to him, for his better fecurity he took all the 
Officers that were to be near his Perfon, whe- 
ther in the Bath, at Table, or when afleep, from 
among the Eunuchs, (who having no Children 
or Family, and befides, by their Circumftances 
being contemptible to all the World) he thought 
they could have no intereft feparate from their 
Mafter, and for that reafon mutt be inviglably 
attach’d to him. After having appointed pro- 
per Officers for the Militia, Revenues, and Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, and order’d every thing 
in the beft manner, he made a Journey into 
Perfia. But before he fet out he offer’d a Sa- 
crifice, with extraordinary Magnificerice and 
Expence, at which he himfelf affifted richly 
clad, and attended by a numerous Cavalcade 
of his principal Officers, drefs’d after the Fafhion 
of the Medes, and all the People as he paffed 
along proftrated themfelves before him. In his 
way to Perfid he made a vifit to his Uncle Cy- 
axares, and as he return’d brought him with 


‘him to Babylon, allowing him while he lived the 


firit rank, and greateft fhare in the Adminiftra- 
tion of this vaft Empire, which they divided into 
ahuridfed and twenty Provinces ; over which 
were as many Lieutenants, call’d Satrape, and 
over thefe Satrape were three Superintendants, 
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the Chief of whom was Daniel the Prophet, who Dan. 6, 


had for many Years held the greateft Offices 
under the Kings of Babylon. Cyrus reign’d after 
his Uncle’s Death feven Years (in the firft of 
Which he publifh’d the famous Ediét for rebuild. 
ing Ferujalem) and enjoy’d the Fruits of his 
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Conquefts, with Tranquillity and Peace, be- 
lov’d by his Subjeéts, and admir’d by all the 
World. His Empire was bounded by the Zn- 
dies on the Eaft, the Ca/pian and Euxin Seas on 
the North, the Egean Sea on the Weft, and by 
the Ethiopian and Arabian Seas on the South. 
He ufually fpent the Winter at Babylon, and the 
Summer at Su/a or Ecbatan; and died at a very 
advane’d Age, preferving his Vigour andHealth 
to the laft. 

Cambyfes, his eldeft Son, as foon as he was 
éftablifh’d in the Throne, bent all his Thoughts 
upon an Expedition into Egypt, to revenge an 
Affront done to him by Ama/fis. He made 
great Preparations for this Expedition, and in 
the fourth Year of his Reign enter’d on the Ex- 
ecution of it. His firft Attempt was upon Pe- 
lufium, which he took by Stratagem, placing 
at the Head of his Forces (in an Affault which 
he made) a great number of Cats, Dogs, Sheep, 
and other Animals, which were accounted facred 
by the Egyptians, and which for that reafon they 
durft not violate ; fo Camby/es eafily became 
Matter of the Place. From thence he advanc’d 
againft Pfammenitus (for Ama/is was now dead) 
who was coming with a great Army to ftop his 
Progrefs. They came to an Engagement, in 
which Camby/es got the Victory, and purfuing 
the Enemy to Memphis, he fummoned the City 
to furrender, by a Herald, whom the Egyptians 
barbaroufly murder’d, with all hisTrain; which 
Camby/es (having taken the Place ina little time) 
fufficiently reveng’d. He next refolv’d to make 
war upon the Ethiopians, and alfo the Ammo- 
nians, againft whom he detach’d from Thebes, 
an Army of fifty thoufand Men, to ravage their 


Country, and deftroy the Temple of Ammon ; 


but 
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but they were all buried in the Defart under 
blowing Sand. He intended alfo to make war 
with the Carthaginians, but the Phenicians would 
not affift him in this Enterprize; (and he could 
do nothing without Shipping) fo he was oblig’d 
to lay it afide. His Expedition againit the E- 
thiopians was fo ill conducted, that having loft 
the greateft part of his Army, and being reduc’d 
to the utmoft Extremity for want of Provifions, 
he was forced to return with the reft of his Army 
to Thebes, where he firft plunder’d, and then 
burnt all the Temples. When he came to 
Memphis, the whole City was full of Joy for 
having found their God Apis ; at which he was 
fo tranfported with Fury (imagining they re- 
joic’d at his Misfortunes) that he mortall 
wounded pis in the Thigh, order’d the Priefts 
to be beaten, and all that were found celebra- 
ting the Feftival, to be put tothe Sword. Here 
growing jealous of his Brother Smerdis, he dif- 
mifs’d him,and then fent Prexa/pes after him to 
put him to death, which he did. He alfo 
married hisSifter Meroe, and afterwards kill’d 
her with a Kick of his Foot ; and being entirely 
abandon’d to brutal Rage, he committed a 
thoufand Extravagancies. In his return to Perfia, 
as he pafs’d through Syria, he was inform’d that 
Patifithus, one of the principal Magi (in whofe 
hands he left the Adminiftration of Affairs at 
his .-parture from Sw/a) had fet his Brother 
Smerdis on the Throne, giving out, that he was 
Smerdis the Son of Cyrus. Cambyfes refolv’d 
without delay to exterminate the Ufurper 5 but 
as he mounted his Horfe,his Sword fell out of the 
Scabbard, and gave hima Wound in the Thigh, 
of which he foon after died. 

Hh 2 Smerdis 
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Smerdis (the fame with Artaxerxes, who gave 
orders to ftop the builJing of the City and Tem- 
ple of Ferufalem) the better to eftablifh himfelf 
in the Throne he had ufurp’d, endeavour’d to 
make himfelf popular, by eafing the People of 
the ufual Taxes and military Service. Osanes, 
a Perfian Nobleman, fufpecting that this Smerdis 
was the Magus of that Name who had his Ears 
cut off in the Reign of Cyrus, for fome Crime, 
order’d his Daughter Phedima, who was one of 
his Wives, to make the Difcovery while he was 
afleep ; and finding him to be the fame, he en- 
ter’d into a Confpiracy with fix others (among 
whom was Darius Hy/tafpes) and put him to 
death, with his Brother who had fet him up. 
The feven Confpirators, after fome Debate what 
fhould be the Form of Government for the time 
tocome, agreed upon Monarchy, and took this 
Method to decide which of them fhould be 
King. The next Morning they all rode out 
about Sun-rifing, agreeing that he whofe Horfe 
neigh’d firft, after they came to the appointed 
Place, fhould be the Man. Darius’s Horfe 
having had a Mare brought to him the Night 
before by the Groom, in that very Place,neigh’d 
as foon as he came to it; upon which all the 
reft faluted him King. 

II. The further Profecution of this Hiftory 
our Author leaves to the next Volume, and in 
the mean time gives fome account of the Man- 
ners and Cuftoms of the Nations he has been 
defcribing, under four Heads, viz. Government, 
War, Artsand Sciences, and Religion. 

1. Monarchy, the moft ancient, and moft 
univerfal Form of Government, was what al- 
ways took place in the Eaft, where Republi- 
cani{m was entirely unknown, and where there 
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was fo much refpect paid to the Monarch (who 
was look’d upon as the living Image of the Di- 
vinity) that it often.degenerated into Idolatry, 
Their Manner of educating the Heir of the King- 
dom (for the Government was Hereditary) is 
much admir’d by Plato, and is this. ’Till he 
was feven Years of age he was under the care 
of fome of the Eunuchs, or prime Officers of 
the King’s H oufhold ; who took care of his 
Health, and form’d his render Mind to Virtue. 
At feven he was putunder the direction of others, 
who taught him Riding, Hunting, and other Ex- 
ercifes fuitable to his age. When he was four- 
teen, four. of the moft virtuous and wife Men 
that could be found, were appointed to finifh his 
Education: one of them inftructed him in the 
Principles of Government, and Magick, or 
Religion ; the fecond taught kim Morality, and 
infpir’d him with Principles of Honour, Juftice 
and Generofity ; the third taught him to govern 
his Paffions, and to defpife Pleafure; the fourth 
train’d him up to Boldnefs and intrepid Courage ; 
and fortify’d his Mind againft flavifh and vain 
Fears, This was the Plan they laid down, but, 
as our Author obferves, they did not always put 
it in execution ; and when they did, it was ina 
great meafure render’d ineffectual, by the Luxu- 
ry, Pomp and Magnificence that always fur- 
rounded the young Prince, and by the flavifh 
Submiffion paid him by al] chat came near him. 
Tho’ the Power of the Kings of Perjia was 
very abfolute, yet it was in fome meafure tem- 
per’d by the Inftitution of Darius Hy/ta/pes; who, 
when he was made King, inthe manner before 
related, granted the reft of the Confpirators 
the Privilege of having accefs to him as often as 
they pleafed, and ofadvifing, and giving their 
Hh 3 Opinion 
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Opinion in Matters of State; from whence the 
Council of Seven, that always attended the King, 
took itsrife. Thus when Ezra receiv’d a Com- 
tmiffion from Artaxerxes to return to Feru/alem, 
it run in thefe Terms: Foraf/much as thou art 
Sent of the King and bis feven Counfellors, &&c. Ez. 
vil, 14. The Bufinefs and Qualifications of thefe 
Counfellors we learn from the Book of Ejther, 
chap.i. v.13, 14. Then the King faid to the 
wife Men who knew the Times (for fo was the 
King’s manner to all that knew Law and Fudg- 
ment: and the next unto him was Carfhera, &c. 
the feven Princes of Perfia and Media, which 
faw the King’s Face, and which fat the firft in 
the Kingdom) What fhall we do? &c. There 
were two Things obferved by the Perfians,which 

nanan contributed much to the Information of the 

and6.2. King and Council. Firft, They kept Regifters 
of all the Decrees and Ordinances of the Princes; 
of all Privileges granted, or promis’d to the 
publick, orto particular Perfons, c. Secondly, 

Ez. 4. 15. All Events, Refélutions, Regulations, Services, 

#fh.6.1. €Fc. informer Reigns, were faithfully recorded 
in their Annals, which were carefully preferved, 
and often perus’d by the King and his chief Mi- 
nifters, 

Juftice among the Perfians was adminifter’d 
by the King (who often heard and decided Caufes 
perfonally) or by Judges appointed by him out 
of the higheft Clafs, or Seniors. They had 
great regard to Equity in their proceedings ; 
and one thing is worth remarking, that when 
any one was accus’d of a Crime, after a full 
and impartial hearing of both Parties, if the 
Accufer fail’d in his Proof, he was punifh’d in 
the fame manner the Defender would have been, 
had he been found guilty. The Story of 
: Haman 





Art.24. Hisfori1a LITTERARIA. 
Haman and Mordecai is an Inftance of this, be- 
fides many. others to be met with in the Perfian 
Hiftory. | & 

The next thing to be confider’d under ‘this 
Head, is the Government of the Provinces. 


The whole Perfian Empire was divided into a_ 
hundred and twenty Provinces, govern’d by Of-' 


ficers call’d Satrape, and chofe from among the 


moft confiderable Perfons in the Empire : they: 


had a confiderable Provifion allow’d them for 
{upporting the Dignity of their Charaéter, and. 
their Courts in their refpective Provinces was. 


juft the King’s in miniature. All Perfons within’ 


their Province were fubjeét to their Jurifdiction, 
except the Governours of Forts, Officers of the 
Army, and the like, who depended immediately’ 
on the King ; and were fo many Spies and Cenfors 
of the Behaviour of the Satrape. Thefe Satrapa 
gave an account of their Adminiftration to the 
three Superintendants, who were placed over 
them,and they again to the King, For the more 
convenient Commerce of one part of the Empire 
with the other, and of the whole with the Court, 
there were Pofts or Couriers appointed (’tis faid 
firft by Cyrus) at proper diftances, who rode 
Day and Night, carrying Letters and Difpatches 
from and to the Court, thro’ the whole Em- 
pire. The Superintendant of thefe Couriers, 
or the Poit-mafter General, was fo confiderable 
an Office, that Darius Codomanus, before he 
was King, did not think it below him. The 
King frequently, either in Perfon or by a Com- 
miffioner, vifited all the Provinces in his Do- 
minions, and infpected not only the Militia, 
the Adminiftration of Juftice, the Finances, 
Trade, €. but alfo the Culture of the Lands, 
the Condition of Cities, and publick Buildings, 

Hh 4 High- 
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High-ways, Bridges, Forefts, Inclofures; and 
in fhort, every thing belonging either to the 
Conveniency or Beauty of the Country. 

The Revenues of the Kings of Perfia (which 
were vaftly great) confifted partly of Money, 
and partly of Grain, Cattle, and the like, as 
the feveral Provinces could beft afford; and 
were laid up in Places built for the purpofe in 
fome of the chief Cities, as Sufa, Damafcus, &&c. 
Such a Place they call’d Gaza. The Queen had 
the Revenue of certain Cantons, affign’d her 
for her Wardrobe, which were call’d by the 
Name of the particular thing for which the 
were appointed ; as the Queen’s Girdle, the 
Veil: In like manner, the King gratified his Fa- 
vourites, by affigning them the Revenues of 
certain Lands or Cities, 

2. Our Hiftorian next proceeds to the mili- 
tary Government of the Eaftern Nations. And 
here he obferves, that-the Afans were natyrally 
a brave and warlike People, but were foften’d 
and enervated by Voluptuoufnefs and Luxury, 
except the Perfians (to whom what he fays on 
the Subject of Waris chiefly to be referr’d)before 
the time of Cyrus, for afterwards they became 
like the reft, The Perfians, by proper Exer- 
cifes, were train’d up for Soldiers from their In- 
fancy ; they lifted at the age of twenty, and it 
was accouited an unpardonable Crime not to 
inlift themfelves at the time prefcribed : they 
ferv’d till fifty, after which none were obliged 
to go to the Wars, 

The ufual Arms of the Perfians were, a Sabre 
or Cimiter, a Dagger that hung at their Belt on 
the right fide, a Javelin pointed with Iron, the 
Bow and Arrow, and the Sling, for offenfive 
Weapons; and for defenfive, befides Shields and 

Helmets, 
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Helmets, they wore Cuiraffes, Braflets, and 
Cuifhes. The Horfestoo, for the moft part, 
had their Foreheads, Breafts and Flanks arm’d 
with Brafs ; thefe were the Equi Catarhraéti, or 
barbed Horfes. It is well known how much 
arm’d Chariots were in vogue in the Eaftera 
Countries, both before and after Cyrus, (who 
much improv’d them ;) tho’ in later times there 
were fo many ways contriv’d to render them 
ufelefs, that at laft they were entirely laid afide. 
Nothing could exceed the Order and Difci- 
pline of the Perfian Troops under Cyrus. In 
Peace all means were ufed to preferve their 
Adtivity and Courage, as hard Exercife, Mock- 
fighting, &c, Whenever they march’d, they 
obferv’d the fame Order as in the Day of Battle, 
and never encamp’d, tho’ it were but a Night, 
but they furrounded the Camp with a Trench. 
Their Order of Battle was thus; they placed 
the Infantry in the Center, and the Cavalry on 
the two Wings, in feveral Lines, that the one 
might fupport the other: the firft: confifted of 
the heavy-arm’d Foot, twelve Men deep; the 
fecond of Pikemen ; the third of the Archers, 
intermix’d with Slingers ; the fourth Line was 
like the firft,and ferv’d for a Rear-Guard; behind 
all were plac’d rolling Towers, drawn by Oxen, 
containing each twenty Men: thefe Towers 
ferv’dto retard the Enemy till the Army rallied, 
in cafe it was put into diforder. Such was the 
Order of the memorable Battle of Thymbrea. 
It is plain the Ancients underftood all the 
fundamental Rules of Fortification, both offen- 
five and defenfive, that are yet underftood 5 
and if in any thing the Moderns feem to excel 
the Ancients in this Art, it is owing to their 
ule of ather Machines, and not to a oo 
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Skill in Rules of the Art; a$ would be eafy to 
fhow from their manner both of attacking and 
defending Places, (were there room for it here.) 
The Bifhop of Meaux obferves, that after the 
Reign of Cyrus the exaét Difcipline that was 
formerly among the Perfian Troops, degene- 
rated into a vain Oftentation, and profufe Lux- 
ury ; and inftead of the former fevere Difcipline 
and Frugality, there was nothing to be feen but 
tumultous Numbers, and as great Superfluity 
and Delicacy in their Camps as in their Cities. 
3. It appears, that the Arts and Sciences had 
not only their rife, but made confiderable pro- 
= in the Eaft. The vaft Buildings of all 
inds, as Towers, Cities, Palaces, Temples, 
Vaults, Bridges, Ramparts, &c, fufficiently 
fhow how much the Afyrians and Perfians apply’d 
themfelves to Architecture, tho’ we have 10 Mo- 
numents left, whereby to judge what Degree of 
Elegancy, Proportion or Regularity was in thofe 
ftupendious Works which Hiftory mentions, 
That they alfo apply’d themfelves to Mu/ick, 
both vocal and inftrumental, isvery plain, and 
is indeed a natural Confequence of their Love 
and Study of Pleafure ; but here, as in Archi- 
tecture, it can’t be known to what Degree of 
Perfection they carry’d this Art, fince no Spe- 
cimens of their Compofitions, in that kind, are 
tranfmitted to us. The Medicine of the An- 
cients feems to have been little more than what 
we now call Botany, or the Knowledge of Plants 
and their Virtues, Hence Virgil, {peaking of 
a Phyfician who had been taught by pollo him- 


_ felf, fays, 


Scire poteftates berbarum ufumque medendi 
Maluit. fEneid, Lib, 12. v. 396. 
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The greateft Generals and Princes thought 
it not below them to ftudy, and upon occafion 
to practife this Art; as appears from Homer. 
Herodotus tells us, it was a Cuftom among the 
Babylonians to expofe fick People to be feen by 
Pafiengers, and toenquire of them, if they had 
ever been feiz’d with the like Difeafe, and by 
what Method they had been cured. The Situ- 
ation of Babylon is a large Plain, the Purity and 
Serenity of its.Air, befides the Tower of Belns, 
which ferv’d for an Obfervatory, were confider- 
able Advantages and Inducements to the Stud 
of Aftronomy ; which the Babylonians were o 
famous for, that even the Greeks, who had a 
Vanity to be thought the Inventers of all the 
Arts, did not difpute the Invention of Aftrono- 
my with the Chaldeans: and indeed they muft 
have apply’d themfelves very early to ‘this 
Science, fince in Alexander’s time they had a 
Series of Obfervations for 1903 Years, as Callif 
thenes inform’d Ariftotle. As for the pretended 
Science of Fudicial Aftrology, or the Predi€tion 
of future Events, from the Motion or Pofition 
of the Stars; for which the Babylonians were re- 
markable, our Author (as the beft Authors in 
all Ages have done) treats it with a juft Con- 
tempt,-as having no other Foundation than a 
fuperftitious Credulity, and an impertinent Cu- 
tiofity to pry into Futurity ; Nullo non avide 
futura de fe feiendi, fays Pliny. The remains we 
have in the Bible of the Eaftern Poetry is fafi- 
cient to fhow they neither neglected it, nor 
wanted a Genius for it. 

The next thing to be confider’d is, the Réli- 
gion of the Eaftern Nations. The moft ancient 
Idolatry, and the moft univerfal, was that which 
had the Sun and Moon for its Objects; and - 
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ufual way of paying Adoration to them was by A 
applying the Hand to the Mouth, and afterwards fo 
ftretching it out towards thefe Divinities. It is alt 
to this Cuftom Fob alludes Ch, xxxi. v. 26, 27. fer 
The Perfians in particular paid a profound Ve- ha 
neration to the Sun (whom they call’d Mithras) P 
by confecrating Chariots and coftly Horfes, and th 
fometimes facrificing Oxen to him. They alfo th 
worfhipp’d Fire, Water, the Winds and the vif 
Earth as fo many Divinities ; but their two prin- St 


cipal Gods were Oroma/des and Arimanius; the 
firft of whom they look’d upon as the Author 
of all the Good, and the other of all the Evils fe 
that befell them. The care of every thing con- 
cerning Religion was committed tothe Magi, 


an Order inftituted by Zoroa/ter, and which th 
fpread all over India and Perfia. Their funda- = 
mental Doétrine was, that there were two Prin- fi 
ciples, one the Caufe of Good, and the other the - 
Caufe of Evil ; but they were divided in their x 
Opinions, concerning the nature of thefe Prin- C 
ciples: fome thought both were eternal, others, S 
that only the good Principle was from Eternity, * 
and that the evil one was created ; but all agreed ° 
in this, that there wasa conftant Oppofition be- F 
tween them, which would remain till the end of 0 
the World ; and that then each of them would 9 


have his own particularDominion, which he would 
govern apart. There was another Zoroafter in 
the times of Darius, who made fome Alterations 
in their Syftem 3 particularly, he maintain’d, 
that there was one fupreme and independant 
Principle, to whom the other two were fubject ; 
and that at the end of the World every one 
would be judged according to his Aétions ; that 
the good would be feparated from the bad, and 
each Clafs rang’d under their refpective none 
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fo to continue to all Eternity. This Zoroafter 
alfo introduc’d Temples, in which they pre- 
ferv’d the facred Fire, which he pretended he 
had brought from Heaven. Before him the 
Perfians had no Temples, but perform’d all 
their Worfhip in the open Air. There was ano- 
ther Seét, call’d the Sabeans, which took its 
rife in Chaldea ; they worfhip’d the Planets by 
Statues and Images, in which they imagin’d Di- 
vinity to refide in the fame manner as they did 
in the Planets themfelves ; and herein they dif- 
fer’d from the Magi, who allow’d no Emblem 
of the Deity but Fire. 

Our Author next fubjoins fome Reflections on 
the Decay of the Perfian Empire ; which was 
owing chiefly to four Caufes. 1. Their excef- 
five Magnificence and Luxury, which enervated 
and render’d them unfit for Action, and unable 


to bear Hardfhips. 2dly, The low and flavifh 

Condition of the People, which extinguifh’d all 

Sentiments of — Honour and Patriotifm 
ly, 


in their Minds. 3dly, Negleét in the Education 
of the young Princes. And laftly, Breach of 
Faith, and a little Slynefs and Cunning (too 
often miftaken for Policy) in the Management 
of their Affairs. 
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ARTICLE XXV. 


Histoire Critique des Pratiques fuper- 
ftitieufes, qui ont féduit les Peuples, & 
embaraff¢ lesSavans. Avec la Methode 

"Kes Principes pour difcerner les Effets 
naturels d’avec ceux qui ne le font pas. 
Par /e ‘Pere le Brun, Prétre de l’Oratoire. 
Seconde Edition augmentée. a Paris 
chez la veuve Delaulne, Orc. 1732. 
3 Vol, 120. 


: That is, 

A Critical Hiftory of the fuperftitious 
Practices, whith have feduc'd the 
Vulgar, and puzzled the Learned. To- 
gether with the Method and Principles 
how to diftinguifo between natural Ef= 
fects; and fuch as are otherwife. By 
Father. Le Brun, Prieff of the Oratory. 
Second Edition with Additions. Paris, 
0.4732: 3 Vol. 12°. Containing 1506 
Pages, befides the Dedication to Cardi- 
nal Fleury ; the Preface and Elogium of 
the Author, containing 98 Pages. 


HIS Work was firft publifhed in 1702, 
and the great Approbation it met with 
from the moft learned Divines, as well as Philo- 
fophers; and the favourable Reception it was 
indalged by the publick in general, are 2 
fufficient proof of its intrinfick Merit. How- 
ever, altho’ our Author had Jaid down and ex- 


pos’d 
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pos’d very clearly, the Principles for diftinguifh- 
ing natural Effects, &c. he was afterwards of 
opinion, that it would be proper to treat that 
Subject in a greater latitude ; and this he has 
done in the prefent Edition, which was not pub- 
lifh’d till i his death. 

The Editor, Monfieur Bellon, obferves very 
juftly, that few Divines, who have writ on 
Superftition, have taken the pains to verify the 
feveral Incidents related by them ; not to men- 
tion their having but a very fuperficial Know- 
ledge of Philofophy ; and being guided wholly 
by a Croud of School-Terms; which, inftead 
of enlightning the Subject they treat upon, ferv’d 
only to perplex and confound it. But as the 
Scope and Defign of Works of this kind, is to 
determine, what is zatural, and what is not fo 3 
*tis neceflary that the Author fhould have fome 
Skill in Philofophy ; and after having certified 
himfelf of the Truth of whatever he relates, he 
then fhould feparate Truth from Falfhood. 
Hence will appear, that a moft important 
Circumftance, is, to feek for Principles, where- 
by natural Effects may be diftinguifh’d from 
fuch as are of a different Character ; which is 
the only method to write with certainy on a 
Subjeét of this nature. 

The firft Volume confifts of three Parts. The 
firft Part, the Subject of which is, To difcern 
Truth from Falfbood in natural Effeds, is divided 
into fourteen Chapters. 

Inthe firft Chapter our Author fhows the Ne- 
ceflity and Difficulty of diftinguifhing natural 
Effects, from fuch as are aot fo, and whence this 
Difficulty arifes, He then obferves, that what 
the ancient Sages, fuch as the Chaldeans, Per- 
fans, Alfyrians, Egyptians, and Phenicians, _ 
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left us, is of very little ufe on this occafion ; 
they having written the moft abfurd Fables, and 
the moft extravagant Praétices. He then pro- 
ceeds to po'nt out the Caufesof the Miftakes of 
thofe ancicnt Nations; which was, the wrong 
Idea they entertain’d, and the abufe they made 
of the greateft Truths, of which he gives fe- 
veral Inftarices: and concludes with obferving, 
that their natural Hiftory was intermix’d and 
confounded with Supertftition. 

In the fecond Chapter our Author fliows, that 
we meet with very few helps in the ancient Phi- 
Jofophers, and other Naturalifts, for diftinguifh- 
ing natural Effects from fuch as are not fo, and 
the reafon of this. Here, after taking notice 
of fome Errors of the moft celebrated Philofo- 
phers ; of the Idea which Anaxagoras form’d to 
himfelf of the firft Caufe of the World; the 
Metempfychofes of Pythagoras,€c. he clofes this 
Chapter with obferving ; that, the ufe which 
may be drawn from the Wonders related by 4- 
riftotle, Pliny, and feveral other ancient Writers, 
is, to raife the Curiofity of fuch learned Men, 
as have an opportunity to fearch and difcover 
Truth. 

The third Chapter fhows the Neceffity there 
is of diftinguifhing, in effects of a marvellous 
nature, the true from the falfe ones ; and how 
much Credulity, as well as Obftinacy interfete 
with this diftinguifhing Faculty. This Chapter, 
with the fourth, fifth and fixth, contain a great 
number of celebrated Fitions, ancient and mo- 
dern, of a very curious nature, which were 
look’d upon as Truths; of which, for want of 
room, we can only give the following. 

The fabulous Fountain of Salmacis, defcrib’d 
by Ovid in the fifteenth Book of his Metamor- 

phofes, 








Art.2s. Hisroria LiTTERARIA. 


- which was {aid to make Men effeminate, 
as been adopted asa Truth by feveral Authors, 
and among the reft by * 7 ertullian, who 
has thefe Words 3 Salmacis, que mafculos molles 
(facit) i.e. Salmacis, which makes Men Joft and 
womanifo. But Vitruvius explains this Fiction 
thus. The Inhabitants of the Mountains, came 
down to the Fountain of Sa/macis in order to 
dwell with thé Grecks; and the latter being a 
polite and civiliz’d People, foftned the rough 
and unpolifh’d Manners of thofe Mountaineers. 

The Phenix, has been treated of by a great 
number of venerable Authors asa real Bird, and 
among the reft by Herodctus who firft men- 
tioned it, and defcribes it as follows: + ‘*I ne- 
“¢ ver, fays he, faw it but in Painting, and in- 
** deed ’tis not often féen in Egypt. The Helt- 
** opolitans fay, that he comes thither every 
** five hundred Years, at the Death of his 
«< Parent: In cafe he refembles the Painting I 
‘“« faw, he is about the bignefs of an Eagle, 
‘“ and his Feathers of a gold Colour intermix’d 
“with red. Several improbable Particulars are 
*¢ related of this Bird, fuch as, that when he 
“¢ comes from Arabia into the Temple of the 
* Sun, he brings his Parent into it, enwrapp’d 
‘© in Myrrh, and buries him in that Temple ; 
‘¢ that he makes the Vehicle as follows: He 
‘¢ firft works upa quantity of Myrrh into the 
‘* fhape of an Egg, and as heavy as hecan carry, 
*©and then makes a Trial with it; which being 
** done, he fcoops or hollows it, and lays his Pa- 
‘© rent therein, andthen makes the Mafs juft as 
“* heavy as it was at firft ; and this being done,he 
‘© fhuts or covers it with Myrrh, and carries it 
*¢ into the Temiple of the Sun in Egypt.”’ 

* Tertull. adv. Valent.n. 15, p.296. + Herodot. Lib. 2. 

Ne. XVII. 1732. li Our 

Vor. Ill. 
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Our Author gives us a Defcription of this 
Bird ‘from Solinus, and Clemens Alexandrinus + 
and after taking notice of feveral ancient and 
modern Writers, who believ’d the real exift- 
ence of the Phoenix, he then fhows that the 
whole isa mere Fiction, and concludes his Ar- 
euments with thefe Words: The expofing and 
refuting a Story that has been in fuch credit, 
fhows how far the Credulity of Perfons of the 
ereateft Genius and Learning wil! fometimes go ; 
the furprifing Progrefs which a Fiction, related 
at firft by one Writer only, will make; and on 
what occafions, we ought to look upon Jnci- 
dents as falfe, tho’ they have not only the Sanétion 
of common Fame, but the Teftimony of Au- 
thors of reputed Veracity. 

He afterwards relates fome idle Whimfies 
of Vanderbeée, fuch as ; that thofe who pre- 
ferve the Afhes of their Forefathers, may raife 
Spectres or Phantoms in the fame Form and 
Shape they appear’d in when living : and that the 
Apparitions (as he tellsus) which are fometimes 
feen in Churchyards, may iffue in a natural way 
from the Bodies buried in them. This Vander- 
beéte had form’d a Syftem of Phyficks, which 
was founded on what he calls the Jdew feminales, 
on feminal Ideas; and by thefe he pretends to 
account for the manner of the Refurreétion at 
the laft Day. 

Our Author takes notice of the Story which 
is related of Mahomei’s Tomb being fufpended 
aloft by a Loadftone, and fhows, from Bernier, 
the Impoffibility of fufpending in the Aira large 
weight of Iron ; as he likewife does of a famous 
Property which is related of the Loadftone, viz. 
That two Perfons at a great diftance from one 
another, may communicate their Thoughts reci- 


 procally, 
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procally, by each having a Sea-Compafs along 
with him, on which the twenty-four Letters of 
the Alphabet are written: for (fay thefe ficti- 
tious Writers) at the fame time that the Needle 
in one Compafs, is turn’d to a Letter writ on the 
Brim or Side of it; the Needle in the other 
Compafs will point to the very fame Letter, and 
confequently the Perfons thus abfent may hold a 
filent Converfe. 

After this he mentions feveral fictitious Tales, 
which Aulus Gellius tells us he had read in Au- 
thors of great repute ; how, that in the Coun- 
tries fituated in the North, Men were feen who 
are fo many Cyclops, or had but one Eye in their 
Forehead. That in Albania, there were Men 
who faw better in the Night than in the Day: 
That in Africa there were whole Families whofe 
Voices only bewitch’d People ; infomuch, that 
if any of thefe applauded, as they were going 
along, the Beauty of Trees, the Fruitfulnefs 
of a Harveft, a pretty Child, a good Horfe, &&c. 
thefe all died immediately, without any farther 
Ceremony. That the bare Glance of fome of 
the Inhabitants of both Sexes of //lyria, was mor- 
tal ; andthat in each Eye of thefe Perfons there 
were two Eye-balls. That fome Jndianshad a 
Head fhap’d almoft like that of a Dog, and 
bark’d like one: that others were without either 
Neck or Head, having their Eyes in their 
Shoulders: and, what was moft wonderful, a 
People were feen, whofe Bodies were hairy, 
and cover’d with Feathers like thofe of Birds ; 
and liv’d on no other Suftenance than the Odour 
of Flowers. Gentem effe corporibus birtis €9 avium 
plumantibus, nullo cibatu vefcentem, fed fpiritu 
florum naribus baufto viétitantem, 86. Noc. Attic. 
Lib. 9. Ch. 4. 
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We fhall not take notice of the Woman at 
Lisbon, whofe Eyes were fo piercing, that fhe 
could fee through the Earth at any depth, &e. 
we having already mention’d it in a former 
Journal ; nor of the- famous Rabbit-Woman of 
Godalmin, her Story being fo frefh in the Minds 
of all People. 

The learned Father, in the third Chapter, ob- 
ferves, that moft Authors write with a view to 
their own Wants, rather than for Fame, or the 
Inftruétion of the Pubiick ; Fami non Fame, as 
Thuanusfays. The Aim of others is merely to 
difplay their Erudition, and to fhow, they 
have collected, all that has, or can be faid, on 
the Subject they writeupon. The latter are fond 
of appearing very learned; the former fwell 
their Works in the fhorteft time poffible, and 
don’t aliow themfelves leifure to examine what 
they advance. Both tranfmit to pofterity a 
great number of Untruths, but which are after- 
wards look’d upon as fupported by a kind of 
general Confent. Hence it is that People are 
fo apt to give credit to Fictions. 

*T isan unhappy Circumftance,that we fhould 
be oblig’d to os the Veracity of Compilers, 
and even of Hittorians of Reputation and Fi- 
gure! And yet nothing can be more neceflary 
than this diftruft, if we may believe the graveft 
Authors, 

Diodorus Siculus look’d upon all the Writers 
who preceded him as fabulous.  Hellanicus, 
fays he in his firft Book, and Cadmus, Hecateus 
quoque €S id genus prifci omnes ad fabulofas afferti- 
ones declinarunt. Strabo likewife accufes of 
Falfhood, thofe who had written concerning 
India without excepting the celebrated Me- 


gafthenes, 
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gaftbenes, whofe Work is quoted by fo many of 
the Ancients, but is loft. 

In the fixth Chapter, our Author obferves, 
That as we cannot eafily judge of the Truth or 
Falfhood of what is told us concerning far-dif- 
tant Countries, we ought to be very cautious 
how we give too much credit to the relations of 
Travellers; and that *twould be of great feivice 
tothe Publick, to prevent thefe from {preading 
their Untruths. That not long fince the Im- 
prteffion of one of thefe fabulous Travels was 
ftopt ; andit were, fayshe, to be wifh’d, that 
all others in the fame C:ft fhould meet with the 
like Treatment. He then pretents us with an 
Extract or twa from the Vovages of Fobn Siruys 
into Mufcovy, Tartary, Perfia, &c. and among 
other particulars, with what this fabulous Tra- 
veller relates to have feen in the Ifland of For- 
mofa, viz. That all the Inhabitants of the 
fouthern part of that Iffand, have a long Tail 
like that of an Ox hanging at their Backs. He 
concludes with faying, it were to be wifh’d, that 
the Fiétions with which Lucas has interfperfed 
his Travels, had been exploded 5 however, fays 
he, this Writer had no need of being criticifed 5 
for the Publick have been put fo much out of 
conceit with his Writings, that very few People 
will give credit to fuch Particulars as he has re- 
Jated with Truth and Sincerity. 

The Subject of the feventh Chapter is, of the 
Medium we are to obferve between over-great 
Credulity and Incredulity ; or anObftinacy to 
believe nothing of an extraordinary and won- 
derful Nature; together with fome Reflections 
on the manner of difcovering whether thefe ex- 
traordinary Incidents are true, with Examples. 
The anfwer which is made to fuch as laugh and 
. li 3 ex> 


471 





472 


Histor1a LITTERARIA, N°.XVII. 
explode évery thing of anextraordinary nature, 
is as follows. Some Perfons, fays our Author, 
willcry, I never faw a Prodigy, nor any thing 
of a marvellous nature: and after this laugh at 
every thing that is related of thiskind. To 
thefe I thall fpeak from Cicero in his firft Book 
de Natura Deorum, where he addreffes Epicurus 
in thefe Words: Let us therefore reject what- 
ever Hiftory relates, and what we difcover by 
Reafon ; let thofe who live ininland Countries 
not believe there are Seas. How narrow are the 
Limits of your Mind! If you were a Native of 
Seripbos, and had never travell’d out of that 
Ifand, in which you had feeh only Hares and 
Foxes, would you believe there were fuch Beafts 
in the World as Lionsand Panthers, when thefe 
fhould be defcrib’d to you? But if a Perfon 
was to fpeak to you of the Elephant, would 
you alfo think he laugh’d at you? 

In the feven remaining Chapters, the Author 
eftablithes Principles in order to judge whether 
an effect be natural, of a miraculous or fuper- 
ftitious kind. That ’tis not always poffible to 
diftinguifh natural effects from fuch as are fuper- 
natural, &c. On this occafion he gives us two 
Incidents of a fingular kind. The firft, that 
whilft St. Charles Borromeo was at Prayers, a 
wicked Wretch difcharg’d a Mufket with a de. 
fign to kill him ; the Ball went thro’ the Saint’s 
Clothes, and put him to great pain, but was of 
no worfe confequence than leaving ared Mark 
on his Skin, The fecond, that the Marquis 
de St. Geniés, an Officer, who read the New 
Teftament with great Devotion, and always 
carried fome part of it in his Waiftcoat Pocket, 
being ftruck with a Mufket-ball in an Engage- 
‘ment, the Ball only flew into his Pocket, 2 
i the 











the Leaves of the Teftament to this Paflage in 
it: She —touch’d the Border of bis Garment, and 
immediately ber I fue of Blood fianched, Luke viii, 


44. 

The Author’s Reflections on this Occafion 
are thefe——— One cannot abfolutely determine 
whether this is natural, or the effect of an im- 
mediate Protection. Chriftians have always al- 
low’d the Miniftry of good Angels; and as this 
Protection cannot be denied in certain Cafes ; 
and that good Chriftians have often experienc’d 
it, tho’ in an invifible manner ; it coniequently 
prevents our diftinguifhing fometimes whether 
an effect be purely natural or not Pof- 
fibly thefe Inferences may not fatisfy all the 
Readers of our Journal. 

In the twelfth Chapter, the Subject of which is, 
that a great number of Practices which for a long 
Series of Years have been look’d upon as natural, 
have at laft been found to be the refult of Super- 
ftition ; notice is taken of the #tites or Eagle- 
ftone, which Diofcorides, in his fiftii Book, relates 
to have been employ’d in the following manner 
for the Difcovery of Thieves, This Stone being 
pounded, the Powder was mix’d up with Bread 
made for that purpofe, when all the Perfons fuf- 
pected were oblig’d tqeat of it; and ’cwas af- 
fur’d, that he who had committed the Robbery 
could not fwallow the Bread. This fuperftitious 
Ufage is of great Antiquity, as Dr. Gale has ob- 
ferv’d in his Notes on Famblicus. Zara and 
Peucer tell us, that Thieves were found out by 
the Motion of an Ax fix’d to aStake ora long 
Pole. Many Perfonshave made a trade to dif- 
cover Robberies by an Aftrolabe; and feveral 
Philofophers have fancied that they faw clearly 


into the Reafonof this Praétice. Heaven, fay 
li 4 thefe, 
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thefe, is a Book, in which all things paft, pre- 
fentand to come, are feen. ’*Tis declar’d in 
Fofepbus and Origen, that Facob had read in the 
Tables of Heaven: why therefore may one not 
read the worldly Events in thofe Tables which 
reprefent the Situation of the heavenly Bodies ? 
‘What a number of Fooleries, fays our Author, 
have been related by Poftel, Flug, Cornelius 
Agrippa, and others? 

In the fourteenth Chapter mention is made of 
thofe Pleaders taken notice of by 4lius Lam- 
pridius, who, in order to fucceed at the Bar, 
ufed to purchafe the Membrane or Caw], with 
which Children are fometimes born. This 
Cuftem became very common, and lafted for 
feveral Ages; and twas imagin’d, that this 
Cawl gave fuccefs to thofe who poffefs’d it. 

The Author concludes the firft Book with 
this Reflection, viz. That *twould be of great 
fervice to the Publick, were Natural Hiftory 
frequently revifed, and that Virtuo/i would endea- 
vour to confine it within the Boundsof Truth. 
The Subject is of the nobleft kind, and vaftly 
copious ; and were the Studious to trace matters 
fo far backwards as to the Origin of Fables, the 
Search would be equally curious, inftructive, 
and entirely new. This Book contains a multi- 
tude of very excellent, phyfical Enquiries, of 
which we cannot take any farther notice, be- 
caufe of the narrow limits to which we are 
confin’d. 


The Szconp Book, the Subje&t of which is, 
how to diftinguifh the Truth as well as Falfhood 
of fupernatural Effects, confifts only of four 
Chapters ; and thcfe treat chiefly of the follow- 
ing Particulars: viz. Of the Caufes of natura} 

: Effects, 
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Effects. The Neceffity of admitting Spirits, 
and afcribing to them what cannot be prodac’d 
by Bodies, Whence arifesthe Incredulity of fe- 
veral Perfons, with regard to Prodigies and Mi- 
racles, Whether the Devil can be the Author of 
fome Practices or Ufages, altho’ no Compaét or 
Agreement hasbeen made with him, &c. Plan 
of a Treatife of Witchcraft; the Nature of 
Spells, and the various kinds of them ; Maxims 
of the Parliament of Paris, with regard to Wi- 
zards and Witchcraft: that Incidents of an ex- 
traordinary natyre ought to be verified as clearly 
as poffible. Extraét of a Letter from M. Nicole, 
and the Hiftory of the dumb Woman who re- 
cover’d her Speech at the Tomb of ames Il. 
King of England, 8c. 

In this Book the Author advances feveral 
Principles upon the Chriftian Syftem, which 
cannot fail of being difapproved by thofe wha 
allow themfelves a great latitude in thinking, as 
well as the following Quotation from the fa- 
mous Gerjon. ’*Tiscertainly, fays that Author, 
an Impiety, and an Error direétly repugnant to 
the Scriptures, to deny that Devils are the 
Authors of feveral furprifing Effeéts; and 
thofe who look upon every thing that is related 
on this Head as fictitious, deferve a fevere Cor- 
rection. 

Sometimes the Learned themfelves are fuf- 
ceptible of this Error, and that becaufe they 
fuffer their Faith to be weaken’d, and darken 
the Light of Nature. Their Souls, employ’d 
wholly in fenfible Objects, refer every thing 
to the Body ; and cannot raife themfelves fo high 
as Spirits abftracted from Matter. Plato obferves, 
that nothing prevents fo much our finding out 
the Truth, as the referring every thing to = 

the 
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the Senfes prefent to us ; Tully, St. Auftin, Al- 
bertus Magnus, William of Paris, and above all, 
Experience, have taught us this. And indeeda 
Proof of this is feen in the Saducees, and the 
Followers of Epicurus ; who, as they admit of 
nothing but what is of a corporal nature, may 
be rank’d among the miftaken Wretches men- 
tion’d by Solomon in Ecclefiaftes, and the Book of 
Wifdom, who were fo foolith as to imagine they 
were not inform’d with aSoul; and yet be- 
liev’d, that fome Effects can be produc’d only 
by the Intermediation of Spirits. So far Ger/on. 

That our ingenious Author himfelf is too 


‘credulous on feveral occafions, might be mani- 


fefted in a great many particulars ; as when he 
relates for genuine the Miracles which were per- 
form’d by Simeon Stylites in the fifth Century, 
who liv’d forty Years at the top of a Pillar or 
Column. This Column, fays he, was vifited 
by People from all parts of the World ; French, 
Englifo, Spaniards, Perfians, and Infidels of 
every Sect refort to it, and ravifh’d at all they 
fee, are immediately converted. Hereticks, Ca- 
tholicks, Monks, Priefts, Bifhops, all flock to 
it, and return back overjoy’d, and convinced 
of the Truth of the Miracles they had before 
heard—— But as our Author was an Ecclefiaftick 
of the Church of Rome, are we to wonder at his 
giving credit (feemingly at leaft) to fome Re- 

lations of this kind ? 
Our Author is ftrongly of opinion, that fu- 
erftitious Practices and Ufages have been taught 
= evil Spirits; that thefe have often, in latter 
times, appear’d to Perfons of too inquifitive a 
nature: and ’tis known, (fays our reverend Wri- 
ter, with the greateft Serioufnefs) that Luther 
and Zyinglius thought fuch vifits as thefe an 
honour 





a gem ot bee 
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honour to them— He has feveral Reflections on 
that fuppos’d Incantation or Spell, call’d in 
French Noiier P aiguillette, i.e. the being render’d 
impotent ; and gives a Quotation from the bbe 
Guibert of Nogent, who relates, that his Father 
and Mother had been bewitch’d by an Incan- 
tation of thiskind, for feven Years; and that 
at the end of this Term, an old Woman dif- 
fglv’d the Charm, and by that means they were 
enabled to fulfill their conjugal Deveirs. 

In the third Chapter of this fecond Book, we 
have a Plan or Scheme from the famous Bayle, 
for forming or drawing up a Treatite of Sor- 
cery. In the remaining part of this Chapter, 
the nature and different kinds of Chance or Ha- 
zard are explain’d, &c. and among other par- 


ticulars he has thefe Reflections upon Lotteries. 


I wonder, fayshe, that feveral Perfons of good 
Senfe fhould condemn Lotteries in general, mere- 
ly becaufe of the Chance or Hazard that is in 
them; as tho’ the Adventurers had recourfe to 
Deftiny, or confulted the Will of the Almighty. 
In cafe any Perfons have recourfe to Chance in 
this view, they certainly commita Sin, becaufe 
of their erroneous .Confciences: thefe muft 
therefore be inftruéted, and convinc’d of their 
Error, but then no confequence can be drawn 
from this againft Lotteries, It would, indeed, 
be no difficult matter to fhow many Inconveni- 
encies to which Lotteries give rife ; and parti- 
cularly to prove, that they inflame the thirft 
which Mankind have for Riches, by infpiring 
them with a defire of procuring Wealth without 
Labour. But then we are not to affert that a 
Lottery is evil in itfelf; and for that purpofe 
refer to the reafon of Chance or Hazard, which 
is abfolutely a very bad one, 

The 
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The Author is of opinion, that there are 
more Incidents of an extraordinary nature than 
is ufually fuppos’d, and gives us the following 
as genuine. A Man, fays he, thus made a Spell 
for the killing of Beafts, as he himfelf confefies, 
when he is in Liquor, The Fumes of the Wine 
being evaporated, he declares, that in cafe the 
Spell is diffolved, he muft certainly die. The 
Perfon who diffolves the Spell,declares the fame 
thing at fix leagues diftance ; and the profecu- 
tion carried on in Paris and in Pacy, leave ng 
room to doubt but that at the very Hour the 
Spell was diffolv’d, the Wretch that had made 
it, who was of a very vigorous Conftitution, 
was feiz’d with dreadful Convulfions, and died 
in them.-—Our reverend Author relates another 
Story, which he alfo declares to be genuine ; of 
a young Gentleman who was bewitch’d by a 
Shepherd as he was riding along, infomuch that 
his Horfe would not go forward, tho’ he whipt 
and fpurr’d him for a long time together: that 
after this the Youth was delirious ; fo that going 
up one day into his Room at his Father’s Houfe, 
he imagin’d he faw the Shepherd, and his two 
black Dogs in it ; when he run down again in 
the greateft terror, and feveral People returning 
to the Room with him, he ftill infifted that he 
faw the Shepherd, tho’ no body elfe perceiv’d 
any thing: that fome Hours after, the Fit being 
again upon him, he fell down, crying aloud, 
that the Shepherd was upon him, and almoft 
crufh’d him to death; upon which he pull’d out 
a fharp-pointed Knife, in prefence of feveral 
Spectators, and giving five thrufts with it, it 
was found that the genuine Shepherd had re- 
ceiv’d five Wounds inhis Face. (Admirable !) 
The reft of the Story is equally edifying, and 
con- 
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concludes with the Recovery of the Youth, by 
the virtue of Maffes and Exorcifms, and the 
penitent Death of the Wizard. 

But another Story which our Author after- 
wards found to be amere Impofture, is the fol- 
lowing. One Catherine Dupré, born neat Roan, 
pretended to have loft her Speech in 1691, by 
a profligate Wretch, who gave her a Nofe-gay; 
two Hours after which, her Tongue was fudden- 
ly fhorten’d, infomuch that it could not reach 
to her Teeth: a Tumour, twice the bignefs of 
the Fift clench’d, arofe upon her Breaft ; her 
Body grew black, and her Mind was loft in 
Diftraction. After feveral Attempts to cure 
her, fhe was carried to the Tomb of King 

\Fames Il. of England (mighty famous for Mira- 
cles) in 1702. At her return from.it the firft 
time, fhe was very reftlefs, and could not make 
her Confeffion. She return’d ina Week’s time, 
and after fhe had fpent three quarters of an Hour 
before the Chapel in which the King’s Body is 
depofited, fhe found herfelf all over of a Sweat 
and fainted away ; upon which a little Boy, who 
was order’d toaccompany her, was afraid, took 
to his heels, and left her alone: but fome Per- 
fons, who were ftill in the Church, went up to 
her, carried her to the Door in order to give her 
Air, when ona fudden fhe declar’d fhe had been 
dumb almoft twelve Years, and that God had 
that moment reftor’d her to her Speech, by the 
Interceffion of King Fames. Her Tongue grew 
to its wonted length ; the Tumour funk quite 
away, and fhe continued to fpeak very diftinctly, 
but ina low, hoarfe Voice, and with fome. pain. 
This Creature was afterwards found to be an 
etrant Cheat and a Thief. 


We 
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We pafs now to the THirp Book, which 
treats of fuch Prefervatives as are look’d upon 
to be natural or miraculous, and is divided into five 
Chapters ; and thefe treat of Errors or Doubts 
relating to Tali/mans: The reafon why the 
Ancients employ’d them, and their Original. 
That natura] Philofophers are as fuperftitious as 
the Vulgar, with the Enumeration of fome Pre- 
fervatives, &?c, How difficult a matter it has 
been in all Ages to undeceive the World with 
refpect to Rings, Amulets, and other fingular 
Secrets which have been ufed in the healing of 
Maladies. Of fuperftitious Prefervatives of Ci- 
ties, excus’d by the Literati, and juftly con- 


demn’d by the Church: and concludes with the 


account of feveral fuperftitious Ufages, which 
were publickly authoriz’d for the driving away 
Grubs or Locufts ; for obtaining Rain ; St. 
Peter’s red Keys, and thofe of St. Hubert, a 


_ Prefervative againft Madnefs, 


This fhort account fhows, chat the Reader is 
toexpect a great number of curious Particulars, 
with a few of which we thal] now prefent him. 

Thefe Tali/mans are little Figures engrav’d on 
Metal, under a certain Conftellation ; and 'tis 
no wonder, fays our Author, that the Sabeans, 
the Chaldeans, and Egyptians gave credit to 
them, and were perfuaded that a Plant, or a 
Piece of Metal devoutly prepar’d under a cer- 
tain Conftellation, could preferve from feveral 
Misfortunes, and procure them very confiderable 
Advantages. The caufe of this was owing to 
their fuperftitious Phyficks, which admitted Jn- 
telligences in all things. According to them, the 
moft powerful among thefe animated the celeftial 
Bodies, and all the other Genii depended on 
thefe, Hence arofe the Worthip that was paid 

to 
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to the Stars; hence the firm Perfuafion that all 
things were owing to their Influence; and that 
their Proteétion was to be implor’d in Adverfity, 
in order to be freed from it. 

He then takes notice of a fuperftitious and 
whimfical Praétice of the Inhabitants of Cleone, 
ridicul’d by Seneca. Thefe People, whenever a 
Cloud appear’d that was going to defcend in 
Hail, ufed to facrifice Lambs; or making an 
Incifion in the Finger, Blood was drawn from 
it, when the Vapour of it was faid to rife as high 
as the Cloud, and either drove it at a diftance, 
or quite difpers’d it. To this Fiction he fub- 
joins another, concerning the virtue of Coral in 
removing panic Fears, and for driving away 
Hail and Thunder; which how improbable fo- 
ever it may appear, yet that celebrated Philo- 
fopher Fortunio Liceti, pretended to account for 
it phyfically, by declaring that Coral exhales a 
hot Vapour, which rifing in the Air, difperfes 
whatever may caufe the Hail or the Thunder. 

The Emperor Conjtantine allow’d by law of 
fuch Practices as were employ’d for the recover 
of Health; for driving away Rain or Fail, 
which might fpoil the Fruits of the Earth; be- 
caufe thefe were of advantage, and hurtful to no 
Perfon: however, this Law was afterwards re- 
= bythe Emperor Leo. Conftantius made a 

aw, which was executed fo expreffly and literal- 
ly, that Valentinian put an old Woman to death, 
who cur’d intermitting Fevers by the Power of 
certain Verfes: and caufed a young Man to be 
beheaded, who being in the Bath, put his Hand 
upon a Marble, and repeated feven Letters of 
the Alphabet, in order to cure theStomach-ach. 

We find by Pliny, that Amulets were very 
much cried up in Jndia in histime. Thefe —_ 

made 
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made with little Stones, like an Emerald, which 
were ftreak’d thro’ the middle with a ftrait white 
Line, for which reafon they were call’d Gram- 
matias ; or with many Lines; and therefore 
call’d Polygrammos. However, alli Perfons of 

ood Senfe laugh’d at thefe Ufages, and were 
juftly perfuaded, that they could not produce 
or effect any thing ina natural way. Thofe were 
punifh’d from time to time, who ufed to wear 
Amulets about their Necks in order to cure ter- 
tian and quartan Agues, Damnati funt & qui re- 
media quartanis tertianifque collo annexa gefta- 
rent, {ays Spartian: and feveral Perforis were 
fentenc’d to die under Valens and Valentinian 
(both Chriftian Emperors) for making ufe of 
Amulets. 

Mention is afterwards made of the Preferva- 
tives or Charms of Cities and Provinces. The 
ancient Heathens boafted very much their Pa/- 
Jadia, ot little Statues kept with the greateft 
Veneration, which were to preferve Cities from 
Fire. The Trojan Palladium was very famous ; 
however, the Chriftians were not amus’d by 
thefe Images ; - and befides, the Event plainly 
fhow’d, that they did not preferve the Cities from 
Fire, but ftood themfelves in need of human Af- 
fiftance, in order to prevent their being con- 
fum’d in the Flames, as Firmicus Maternus ob- 
ferves. Refervatum non propriis viribus, fed bu- 
mano prefidio: ab utroque enim loco (Troy and 
Rome) bomines liberarunt, © tranflatum eft ne 
bumano flagraret incendio, fays this Author. In 
the City of Mar/eilles, the Eve of Corpus Cbrifti 
Day, and on the Feftival it felf, an Ox adorn’d 
with Ribbons and Knicknacks, is carried up and 
down the City; Flutes, Bagpipes and Kettle- 
drums founding all the way. Great numbers : 
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old Women carry little Children to kifs this 
Ox, and multitudes of the Ignorant are vaftly 
defirous of getting fome of his Flefh, he 
being kill’d the day after. That Ceremony, 
fays our Author, will probably be look’d upon 
as arelique of Paganifm, but ’tis not of anti- 
quity enough for that: However, the Vulgar 
think this Ox can perform great Cures. —— The 
Chriftians of the Eaft ufed anciently to have 
Bears, trick’d up with little pieces of Silk of 
various Colours, carried upand down from City 
to City ; and notwithftanding the Prohibitions 
of the Church, fmalh bits of thefe Silks, with a 
little of the Bear’s Hair ufed to be diftributed 
as a wonderful Prefervative againft Difeafes. 
The Women willing!y lavifh’d their Money to 
procure thefe ; and over and above the bargain, 
they ufed to make their Children touch the hin- 
der parts of the Bear, in order to preferve them 
from Difeafesof every kind, as Zonares relates. 
But thefe Practices were condemn’d by the 
Canons. 

Martin of Arles wrote a Treatife againft the 
Superftitions of his time, viz. in 1560; in which, 
among feveral fuperftitious Practices, which de- 
ceive the Vulgar only, he explodes others that 
were publickly authoriz’d by the Clergy and 
Magiftrates: fuch was the following. In fome 
parts of the Kingdom of Navarre, the People, 
in the time of a Drought, ufed to go to the 
Statue of St. Peter to implore for Rain; and 
in order to prevail the better with the Saint, his 
Statue was always carried to the River fide : 
There, fome ufed to cry aloud or fing; St. 
Peter, affift us in our Wants, and caufe it to 
fain once, twice, thrice, (Sanéte Petre, fuccurre 

N°, XVII. 1732. Kk nobis 
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nobis in hac Neceffitate, 8c. hoc 1, hoc Il, boe III.) 
As the Statue ufed to be vaftly filent upon this 
occafion, fome of the Spectators were fo bold 
as to call aloud; Let the Statue of the moft 
bleffed St. Peter be plung’d in the Water. Upon 
this the chief Men of the Place would anfwer 5 
that this was carrying the matter too far; and 
that the Saint, as a good Paftor and Father, 
would not fail to indulge their wifhes, Upon 
this, fome were bound for St. Peter, and ’twas 
declar’d, that it never fail’d to rain within 
four and twenty hours after this—’Tis furs 
prifing, fays our Author, that the very fame 
cuftom fhould have prevail’d in fome places 
even in this age. 

The laft Tale with which we are entertain’d, 
is, of the Prefervative againft Rats, introduc’d 
by the Friars of the Monaftery of Ardennes. 
Tis pretended, that in the Territory of the 
Abbey, and its Dependencies, there is not fo 
much as one Rat ; and that they owe this favour 
to the Merits of St. Udalric, Bifhop of Ausbourg, 
fome of whofe Reliques are depofited in this 
Church. The Religious out of gratitude chaunt 
once a Year, viz. the fourth of Fuly, being St. 
Udalric’s Feltival, a particular Mafs ; and give 
fome Meafures of Wheat among the Poor. ’Tis 
farther faid, that Bread is bleffed in this Mo- 
naftery ; and that if little pieces of it are fcat- 
ter’d up and down in the Holes, or thofe Places 
in a Houfe which are infefted with Rats; fuch 
of the Vermin as eat them, will either die, or 
leave the place. Not to mention,: fays the 
Author, that this Privilege of St. Udalric has 


_all the air of a Fiction; ’tis manifeft that the 


employing of holy Bread to this ufe is indecent 
. and 
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and fuperftitious, fince there are fo many na- 
tural Methods by which Rats may be deftroy’d. 

We mutt refer our Extracts of the fecond and 
third Volume of this Work to our next Jour- 
nal, 


ARTICLE XxXVI. 


Britannia Romana, or the Roman Antiqui= 
ties of Britain. Jn three Books. The firft con- 
tains the Hiftory of all the Roman Tran/faétions 
in Britain ; with an Account of their legionary 
and auxiliary Forces employ’d bere, and a De- 
termination of the Stations per lineam valli: 
Alfo a large Defcription of the Roman Walls, 
with Maps of the fame laid down from a Geo- 
metrical Survey. Il. Contains acompleat Col- 
lection of the Roman [nfcriptions and Sculptures, 
which have hitherto been difcovered in Britain, 
with the Letters engraved in their proper Shape 
and proportionate Size, and the Reading placed 
under each; as alfo an Hiflorical Account of 
them, with explanatory and critical Obferva- 
tions. III. Contains the Roman Geography of 
Britain; in which are given the Originals of 
Ptolemy, Antoniniltinerarium, ¢be Notitia, 
the Anonymous Ravennas, and Peutinger’s 
Table, fo far as they relate tothis Ifand: with 
particular Effays on each of thefe antient Au- 
thors 5 and the feveral Places in Britain men- 
tioned by them. To which are added a Chrono- 
logical Table, and Indexes to the Infcriptions and 
Sculptures, after the manner of Gruter and 
Reinefius. //o Geographical Indexes both of the 
Latin and Englifh Names of the Roman Places 
in Britain, and a general Index to the Work. 
The whole illuftrated with above an hundred 
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Copper Plates. By Joun Horsrey, M.A. 
and F.R.S. London priited for Joun Os- 
BORNE and Tuo. LoncmaNn, at the Ship ia 
Pater-Nofter-Row. 1722. Folio. Pages 520, 
exclufive of Preface, Cuts, Chronological 
Table, ad Indexes, 
D. 
Multitude of things muft confpire to 
make a good Book: ’Tis not enough 
that the Subject be interefting and important, 
the Compofition well conduéted, and the Body 
of the Work compleat; but the Appendages 
mutt alfo be well order’d, and a due regard had 
even to Externals and Decoration. 

*Tis rarely a Book comes before a Journalift 
with the Conditions of this now before us; where- 
in every thing contributes to itsadvantage ; where 
all Parties have acquitted themfelves with Ho- 
nour: where Exactnefs of Refearches, and 
Neatnefs of Style vie with Beauty of Paper, 
and Print; and Choice of Materials, with 
Correctnefs of Imprefion—Thus much we could 
not forbear to fay, in an age where we find much 
more frequent occafions for Cenfure on this 
head, than of Praife. ‘ 

The Dedication, which is to Sir R. Ellys, 1s 

well turn’d. The Author, we are inform’d, did 
not live to prefent it, He juft finifh’d his la- 
borious Work ; and for reward was call’d to 
receive it in another World. Happy in this, 
that he has left fuch a Monument behind him of 
his Worth and Learning! Happy for the Pub- 
lick, that he had time to bring his ufeful De- 
fign to Perfection! We want Memoirs of his 
Life to furnifh out an Elogium, which other- 
wife we fhould have given with pleafure 5 but 
we cannot refufe him his Apotheolis : 


Infueti 
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——nfueti miratur limen Olympi, 
Sub pedibufque videt muros, €? rudera—— 


The Preface opens his Defign very well: gives 
us the occafion of the Book ; and how he was 
drawn infenfibly into fo vaft a Scheme, from a 
very narrow one. He began with fome brief 
Notes for private ufe. The Infcriptions which 
now make the fecond Book were the firit and 
principal point inview ; the Geography, which 
makes the third part, is an Addition beyond 
what was firft intended, and has occafioned a 
great delay in its Publication. The pains the 
whole has coft him are incredible. Befide the 
ufual ones in the Study, he had additional Fa- 
tigues: feveral thoufand Miles were to be tra- 
vell’d over, to vifit antient Monuments, anda 
great number of actual Surveys and Meafure- 
ments to be made. 

The Ufefulne/s of the Study of antient Monu- 
ments is fhewn by the Author very fenfibly : 
To argue it *¢ of no Importance to Mankind, 
** to know for inftance, whether a Reman Wall 
*¢ paffed this way or that; or whether fuch a 
*¢ Roman Infcription be to be read this way or 
‘¢ another |”? he fhews, will hold equally againft 
all fpeculative Learning : Half the Theorems 
in Philofophy and Mathematicks are fuch as it 
would be hard to fhew any particular advantage 
of; unlefs the Cultivation of the Mind in any 
refpect be reckon’d among real advantages. But 
the chief Fallacy on which the Objection is 
founded, is, that it takes but in a fmall part, yet 
draws a Conclufion concerning the whole. Ina 
large Syftem the minuter parts are not to be con- 
fidered feparately, and their Importance mea- 
fured on fuch an abftrac&t View ; but the Ufeful- 
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nefs of the whole Defign is firft to be regarded, 
and that of the leffer parts to be eftimated as 
they contribute thereto. Thus a minute Inquiry 
into particular Circumitances of Zime and Place, 
feparately confider’d, appears a matter.of no 
great moment; yet what is all Chronology 
and Geography, but a Collection of thefe 
digefted into a regular Body ? Thus much 
is juft: the Sequel of his reafoning on this 
head, feems lefs conclufive; nor will weigh 
much with any but thofe already prepoffefs’d 
in favour of the Study: excepting, perhaps, 
a moral ufe which he fubjoins: ‘* What, 
‘* in effect, can give usa more affecting Senfe of 
*¢the Vanity of the World, than to fee fuch 
** vaft Works, fuitable to fo powerful and ex- 
** tenfive an Empire, all laid in Defolation, 
“© and their very Ruins deftroy’d, Ip/e periere 
** Ruine !? 

The Preface clofes with fome additional Re- 
marks, which occurr’d to the Author, on his 
laft review of the printed Sheets; in which he 
brings new Confiderations, fometimes to fupport, 
fometimes to retract, fometimes to modify, what 
he had before advanced: Alfo fome Difcoveries 
of Infcriptions, made fince his Book was com- 
pos’d—— This part, making fome twenty-feven 
Pages, we apprehend would have come more 
fuitably at the end of the Work, after the man- 
ner of a Poftfcript. It feemsan Impropriety to 
join it with the Preface, to which it has no re- 
lation: nor will it be intelligible if read, as a 
Preface ought to be, before the Body of the 
Work. 

We come now to the Work itfelf ; which, as 
already intimated, confifts of three Books. 
Thefe, having no immediate Connexion - 

eac 
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each other, we fhall confider feparately, con- 
fining our prefent Acccunt to the firft part, and 
referving the reft fora future Journal. 

The firft Book is diftributed by the Author 
into ten Chapters; the five firft of which give 
an account of the Roman Tranfactions in Bri- 
tain, from the time the Ifland became firft known 
to the Romans, to the time it was totally aban- 
doned by them, divided under five periods. It 
will not be expected we fhould enter into the De- 
tail hereof ; yet fomething it will be neceflary 
to give, to fhow in what manner the Author 
treats his Subjeét, and how he differs from others 
who have touch’d on the fame part of our Hiftory 
before. To do this, we fhall give a flight 
fketch of the principal Points, and fingle out, 
here and there, a Paflage by way of Specimen 
of the reft. 

Fulius Cefar appears to have been the firft 
Roman who made any hoftile attempt on Bri- 
tain; which, as fome Authors affirm, before 
him, was even unknown to the Romans*. His 
Motives, in this Expedition, are by fome attri- 
buted to the Profpect of getting large Pearls 
here + 5 Tacitus giving a hint, as if our Country 
at that time was famous on that fcore+. But 
in reality we need feek no other motive of Cz/ar’s 
Undertaking, than Ambition andGlory ; tho’ 
he himfelf avows, as the chief reafon of his Ex- 
pedition, that in almoft all the Gallick Wars, 
the Britons had affifted the Enemy J}. 

Before Ce/far fet out from Gaul, he fent C. 
Volufinus to reconnoitre the Britifh Coaft: then 
marching into the Country of the Morini, from 
whence the Paffage into Britain was the fhorteft, 

Kk 4 he 


* Sueton. Vit. Jul.Cxf. c.25. + Sueton.ib. c- 47. 
$ Tacit, Vit. Agrics c.12. || de Bell, Gall. Lg. c.18. 
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he receiv’d Embaffadors from the Britons, who 
being appriz’d of his Defign, fent to offer him 
theirSubmiffion. Thefe Ce/ar difmiffed civilly, 
and with them fenta Gaulifh Prince, Comius, to 
make a Party in his behalf; and foon after em- 
bark’d himfelf, with two Legions of Foot, in 
eighty Tranfports, ordering his Horfe in eigh- 
teen more, to embark at a Port eight Miles 
off, and follow him. Arriving on the Britif 
Coaft, and finding the Natives up in arms, he 
fails eight Miles further, and with much diffi- 
culty, after a vigorous Oppofition from the 
Britons, \andshisArmy. The Britons retiring, 
fend their Embaffadors to offer Submiffion, and 
Hoftages; but underftanding, foon after, that 
his Fleet had fuftain’dfome damage, and that he 
was ftreighten’d for Provifions, and wanted 
Horfe ; they attack him a-new ; firft while his 
Legions are forraging, and again in his very 
Camp. Being repuls’d and purfued, and fire 
fet to their Houfes, they fend new offers of 
Submiffion, and double the number of Hoftages , 
upon which Ce/ar returns, with the firft Wind, 
to Gaul. 
The next Year he made a new attempt with 
a greater Force ; aFleet of eight hundred Sail, 
and five Legions, and two thoufand Horfe on 
board. Thefe failing from Portus Itius, land 
without oppofition, purfue the Britons, who 
had retir’d within the Country, and drive them 
from their Poft, behind a River, into a thick 
Wood. Being call’d back to refit his Fleet, 
which had again been much damaged; he 
marches towards the Britons again; who had 
now given the fupreme Command to Caffivellaun, 
King of the Zrinobantes. Some of thefe, after 
other Skirmifhes, attack the Roman Camp, fur- 
prize 
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prize the Guard, and charging back again thro’ 
two of the prime Cohorts fent to the relief of 
the Romans, make a fafe retreat. Next day 
three Legions with all the Horfe, being attack’d 
at Forage, repulfe, and purfue the Britons with 
confiderable Slaughter ; who henceforward be- 
gin to abate of their Refiftance ; and never at- 
tack the Romans more with all their Force. 
Cafar, on this, marches towards the Territories 
of Caffivellaun ; fords the Thames, tho’ fortified 
with Stakes, and defended by the Britons; wattes 
the Country ; receives the firft Overture of a 
Surrender from the Trinobantes, and places over 
them anew King in Ca/fivellaun’s ftead. The 
other Nations following the example; he re- 
ceives Hoftages from them; ftorms Cafivellaun’s 
Town; and his Camp being attack’d by four 
Kings of Kent, the Romans repulfe them with 
Slaughter. Caffivellaun, caft down with Mif- 
fortunes, and chiefly by the defertion of his 
Allies, treats with Cz/ar ona Surrender, agrees 
to pay him Tribute, and give him Hoftages ; 
who hereupon fails back to Gaul. 

Thus ftands the Thread of this memorable 
Story; and thus much has already been elegantly 
enough defcribed by Milton, and after him by 
Tyrrel, Rapin, and other popular Hiftorians, 
But their relation, it muft be own’d, is defective, 
for want of the Circumftances of Time, Place, 
and other Particulars neceflary to authenticate 
and make it fatisfactory ; efpecially to the more 
knowing in Hiftory, who have long learnt to 
pay little regard to relations, that are not mi- 
nutely circumftanc’d—- Here then Mr. Horfley 
diftinguifhes himfelf, having bent every Nerve, 
made ufe of every Light that Chronology, Af- 
tronomy, or Criticifm, could fupply, in order 

to 


491 


p- & 





1 





492 HIsTORIALITTERARIA. N°. XVILE, 
to fettle the Aras, as wellas the Places of each 

Event, and to afcertain the Swcce/i of the whole. 
P.9: For an inftance in the Chronological way: To 
Time of fettle the time of Ce/ar’s firft De/cent, he adopts 
Cefar’s {ome Confiderations of Dr. Halley; lays down 


Expedi- 


tions, the Confulate of Pompey and Craffus, the Time 


of Auguftus’s Death, and an Eclipfe of the Moon, 

by whchDru/us quieted the Pannonian Army mu- 

tinying on the occafion, asfo many Data, from 

which he finds, that Cz/ar’s landing muft have 

been on the fifty fifth Year current before Chrift. 

This point being fettled, he proceeds, from Ce- 

far’s Relation, to fix the very Day and Hour 

of the fame, which he, with Dr. Halley, finds to 

fall on the twenty-fixth of 4ugu/t, about fix in 

the Evening ; with more Accuracy as well as Cer- 

tainty, than many modern Events have been de- 

cided. Cefar’s Continuance in Britain, he fhews, 

was at moft not a Month, and that he probably 
departed about the twentieth of September. 

p10. The time of the fecond Defcent, Mr. Horfley 

fhews, was in the fifty-fourth Year before 

Chrift, fome time before the tenth of Avgu/?, and 

he departed again before the middle of Sep- 

tember. 

p11. The like diligence he fhews in Geographical 

Place Matters. Thusto fettle the Place where Cz/ar 

Beit C= landed, he makes ufe of the Circumftances in 

* Cefar’s own Narration ; as, the Tides,the Wind, 

the Conditions of the Shore ; alfo the Port where 

the Romans ufually landed afterwards, and the 

Roman Station near it: from all which he ga- 

thers, that it was northward of Dover Cliffs 

where Ce/ar firft fhowed himfelf ; and Richbo- 

rough the Place where he landed. After the 

fame manner he fixes other Points of the Geo- 

p.1z, graphy of Ce/ar’s Motions. The Portus _ 

where 
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where he embark’d, he fhows to have been Ca- 
lais: the Port where the Horfe were put on 
board, Gravelines: the River behind which the 
Britons were pofted, the Stour ; the ftrong-hold 
near it, whither they fled, Canterbury: The 
Place where C/ar croffed the Thames, King/ton, 
and Caffivellaun’s Town, St. Albans, or the antient 
Verulamium,; which at that time he fhows to 
have been a more confiderable Place than Lon- 
don itfelf. Ce/far’s Rout from Canterbury to 
Kingfton, he fhews to have probably been, ac- 
cording to the Courfe of the Stations, from 
Richborough to London ; and his Rout thence to 
Caffivellaun’s Town,near the Roman Way,which 
fince paffed from London to St. Albans. From 
hence he marched back the way he came, and 
embark’d at the fame Port where he landed. 
To fettle the Succe/s of Ce/far’s Defcent, is a 
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point of great delicacy. Taking the Faéts asSuece/s of 


he himfelf relates them, *tis plain he made no; 
great progrefs in Britain, and that he thought 
proper to quit it, without leaving any Garrifon, 
or making any fettlement in it. He might have 
a Promife of Subjection and Tribute from the 
Princes, but it does not appear it was ever paid : 
he might alfo have the advantage in his Ren- 
counters with the Britons, but his Victories 
were of no great confequence, and he owns he 
here fell fhort of his ufual good Fortune *.—If 
we liften to the Accounts of others, we find the 
matter exceffively magnify’d by fome, and as 
much ridicul’d by others. Swetonius fpeaksas if 


he had fubdued the Britons +, and Diodor. Siculus ° 


andEutropius reprefent as if he had made an abfo- 
lute Conqueft ; while Tacitus fays, he feems rather 
to have difcovered Britain than to have conquer’d 

it 


*L.q. ¢.24. + Superatis Bricannis. 
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it*: And fome of the Poets leffenC z/ar ftill more, 
to pafs by Pompey’s Words in Lucan *, which 
fignify that Ce/ar ran away from the Britons‘ 
Horace fpeaks of the Britons as yet untouch’d *, 
and Tibullus*, that they were unconquer’d, 
Tacitus elfewhere introduces Boadicea intimating 
that the Britons had expell’d ‘ the Romans; and 
Caraétacus in his Speech fays more expreffly, 
that they had driven Ce/ar the Dictator out of 
the Ifland*. The Truth feems to lie between 
the two, with Dion Cafius, who fays of Ce/far’s 
Expedition, that he gain’d nothing to himfelf 
or the State by it®: or Strabo, who fays, that 
Cefar did nothing great, nor did he advance 
far into the IMand‘. Ineffeé&t, Quintus Cicero * 
appears very juftly to exprefs the iffue of the 
Britannic Expedition : If the Pleafure ballanc’d 
the Trouble, and the Gain countervail’d the 
Lofs, it is the moft that can be pretended. 
From Ce/ar, Britain remain’d negleéted by 
the Romans, till the Reign of Claudius, near the 
fpace of a hundred Years. Auguftus is faid to 
have once refolv’d on an Expedition againft it ; 
and Horace made him fome fine Compliments on 
the occafion', But there appears to have 
been no great matter in it, fince the beft Hifto- 


rians 
* Vit. Agric. c.13. %L. 2. v.¢72. 
© Territa quefitis oftendit terga Britannis. 
® L. Epod. 7. Intactus aut Britannus. Epod. Od. 7. 
© L.4. Panegyr. ad Meffal. —£ Vit. Agric. c. 15. 
® Annal. L. 12. ¢.34. ™L.39. pris. 1 L.4. p. 200: 
® De Britannicis Rebus—— Nihil effenec quod Metuamus 
nec quod Gaudeamus—— Cic. Lib. 3. Epift. 1. 
) Prefens Divus habebicur 
Auguftus adjectis Britannis 
Imperiom——— L.. 3. Od. 5. 
Te Belluofus qui remotis 
Obftrepit Oceanus Britannis — L. 4. Od, 24, 
Serves Iturum Czfarem in Ultimos 
Orbis Britannosmame L, 1. Od. 35. 
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rians of that time make no mention of it. This 
Neglect of ugu/tus had with his Succeffor 77- 
berius the Force of a Command*. Caligula, 
who fucceeded Tiberius, form’d the Defign of a 
Defcent on the Britons; and advanced as far 
as the Ocean for that purpofe: but hearing they 
had put themfelves in a pofture to receive him, 
he turn’d the whole into a mock Encounter ; 
gave the word to his Soldiers, order’d the 
Trumpets to found to the Charge, then bid the 
Men wheel round, and gather Shells to adorn 
his Triumph t. 

Thus ends the firft Period of Hiftory. Mr. 
Horfley continues the Relation in the four enfuing 
Chapters: The fir/t of which gives an account of 
Claudius’s Attempt and Conqueft of Britain, 
and what paffed under the Government of Vera- 
nius, with the Marches of the Romans, and the 
Limits of their Conquefts. The next carries 
on the Relation from the Reign of Ve/pafian to 
that of Hadrian. The fourth, from thence to 
the death of Severus. And the fifth, from the 
beginning of Caracalla’s Reign, to that of Va- 
lentinian UII. when the Romans withdrawing, 
left the “fland a Prey to the Saxons——We will 
not enter into the detail of thefe ; of which the 
Reader may frame fome Idea from what has al- 
ready been given ; the Author proceeding in the 
fame method, and fhewing the fame Precifion, 
and the farne Attention, both to the Hiftorical 
Faéts, and the Circumftances of Geography and 
Chronology, in thefe, as in the former Chapter. 
But it would be pity, to pafs over, without 
fome particular Remarks, the Roman Infcription 
in the fecond Chapter, which confirms — 

Cc- 

© Tacit. Vit. Agric. c.13. + Dion. Le 59. p. O59. 
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Account of Clandius’s Conquefts, contrary to 
that of Dion Cafius: The plaufible account of 
the Bounds of the Roman Conqueftsin each Year } 
the accurate and well-fupported Determination 
of the Chronology of Fulius Agricola’s Admini- 
ftration, from Paffages in the Roman Hiftorians, 
which had not hitherto been produc’d for that 
purpofe, the neglect whereof has occafion’d 
great miftakes in the Conjectures of learned 
Men: His Account of the Time, and Place of 
building the Roman Walls, in the fourth Chap- 
ter, which he feems to have examin’d thorough- 
ly, furnifh fome curious Obfervations for the 
better underftanding of the Roman Hiftorians on 
that Affair. -During the Period of the fifth 
Chapter the Hiftory is broken, and the Accounts 
of the Romans very imperfect ; but it muft be 
owned, Mr. Horfley has not failed to do juftice 
to his Subject even here. 

We now advance to the fixthChapter, which 


The Legion: gives an account of the Roman Forcesin Britain. 
e Britain. 





Ce/far at his firft Defcent brought two Legions, 
viz. The feventh and tenth, which latter was his 
favourite Legion, and both together made an 
Army of about twelve thoufand Foot. The 
Horfe belonging to thefe Legions never reach’d 
this Iland ; andthe Foot, the fame Year, were 
tranfported back again to Gaul. At his fecond 
Defcent he brought five Legions, and two 
thoufand Horfe; tho’ which thefe Legions were, 
there isnothing inthe Hiftory whereby to dif- 
cover, except the /»venth, which is expreffly 
mention’d, Thefe likewife return’d to Gaul 
the fame Year that they came over in. During 
the three fucceeding Reigns,no new Forces were 
fent: but under Claudius, who applied himfelf 
in good earneft to reduce the Britons, a con- 
fiderable 
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fiderable Army came over, confifting of Roman 
Legions, and other Auxiliaries; Hiftorians do 
not mention particularly either their Number 
or Names ; but confidering the great progrefs 
thefe made, they muft have been fuperior in 
Number to Ce/ar’s largeft Army, which did fo 
little. Mr. Horfley probably enough conjectures 
* them to have confifted of four Legions, with 
their proper Auxiliaries, and the ufual Number 
of Horfe belonging to each, which would a- 
mount to upwards of fifty thoufand Men. The 
Number and Names of the Legions, as collected 
from fome incidental Paflages of Tacitus, appear 
to have been the fecond, call’d Augufta: the 
ninth, the fourteenth, and the twentieth, ufually 
call’d Valens Viétrix 5 all which appear at leaft to 
have been here in the Reign of Nero, as being 
all mention’d by Tacitus, in his relation of the 
Battle with Q. Boadicea. Theninth Legion, he 
fays, was furpriz’d and deftroy’d by the Queen. 
The fourteenth, and the Vexillarii of the twen- 
tieth were in the Engagement ; and the fecond 
was abfent from the Fight,thro’ the fault of Poe- 
nius Pofthumus, their Commander, who afterwards 
ftabb’d himfelf for having depriv’d them of 
their fhare in the Glory. Laftly, under Ha- 
drian, anew Legion was fent over, viz. the 
fixth, call’d Vidtrix. 

The Author proceeds to give a particular 
Hiftory of each of thefe Legions, during their 
ftay in Britain; the feveral Places where they 
were ftationed, and the Works, &c, they were 
employ’d in, till the time of their being recall’d. 
From the whole it appears, that for twenty-five 


Years after the firft Invafion of Claudius, there 


were four Legions in Britain; that under Nero, 
the fourteenth Legion was recall’d, and again 
finally 
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finally under Vé/pajian : that from the firft Year 
of Vefpafian to Hadrian’s Reign, there were but 
three Legions here, and one of them, theninth, 
very much weaken’d ; and from Hadrian’s time 
to the loweft Empire, notwithftanding a new 
Legion fent over, there ftill feem to have been 
but three, the ninth having been wholly broken, 
or the Remains of it join’d to that brought over 
by Hadrian; a Conjecture which Mr. Horfley 
fupports in.a beautiful manner by two Infcrip- 
tions in his own Collection. Some have ima- 
gin’d other Legions befides the abovementioned, 
viz. the Legio Secunda Adjutrix 5 Legio Quinta 
Germanorum, and Legio Decima. Mr. Horfley 
fhows the Infufficiency of the Proof alledg’d 
for each. 

Befide the Legions,there were in Britain, Aux- 
iliary Forces, which were fuch as ferved in the 
Roman Camp, but were not Citizens of Rome. 
The feveral Legions had each their Ayxilia an- 
nex’d, and model’d according to the Form of 
the Legionary Forces. Thefe Auxiliary Cohorts 
firft came over in the Armament of Claudius. 
Hiftorians give us no light as to the Names or 
Numbers of moit of them. Mr. Horfley.fupplies 
thisdefeét by a very nice laborious Induction from 
Infcriptions, &?c. The refult of which is, that 
there were probably thirty of thefe auxiliary 
Cohorts ; a particular account of each whereof, 
he entertains us withal. 

For the 4/e, or Auxiliary Horfe, which like- 
wife occur in Infcriptions, we find eight of thefe 
which had their Refidence in Britain. Mr. 
Horfley gives a particular account of each, and 
fhews how they were probably accommodated 
to the thirty Cohorts of Foot. i 
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An Ala of Horfe was ufually divided into 
ten Turme@, as a Legion of Foot was into ten 
Cohorts ; but in fome Infcriptions, as well as P-94 
inRoman Writers,we meet with Coborts of Hor/e*. 

Mr. Horfley gives us. fome account of each of 
thele Equejirian Cohorts, mention’d in the In- 
fcriptions of. Britain. 

There occur alfo military Bodies under other P-95: 
Names, as Miliies, which feem todenote Foot, ™“*# 
in oppofition to Equites, or Horfe ; alfo Explo- 
ratores, Vigiles, and Numerus, which do not ap- 
pear to have expreffed any determinate Number 
of Men. And laftly, Vexillarii, and Vewilla-Vexillarit. 
tiones, whofe Condition and Office has been much ?'9% 
contefted. Mr. Horfley gives us a particular In- 
quiry on this Head ; and thews, with great Pro- 
bability, that the Vexillarii were a felect Num- 
ber of the choiceft and readieft Men in the Le- 
gion, anfwering to the Grenadiers in oyr Forces; 
which were often detach’d on fpecial occafions, 
fometimes to a great diftance from their refpec- 
tive Legions, even from Britain to Italy. , 

For the Security of their Province againft the _p. 98. 
Incurfions of the Picts, the Romans erected three Preten- 
feveral Fences, or Pretenture, which make the’””* 
Subject of the four laft Chapters of the Book.— 

The firjt was a Series of Forts or Stations, 

placed acrofs the Country, from the Place call’d 
Con/fins’s-Houfe, near Newcajftle, to Boulnefi, and, 
denominated Stations per lineam valli, by the No- ver lincatt 
titia, and in modern Englifh are call’d Che/ters. valli, 

Thefe appear to have been prior to the Walls, 
and to have been built by Ful. Agricola, in the 
third Year of his Legation + : it being certain at 

* Cohortes Equitum or Equeftres. Plin, Ep.1, 10,107,108. 

ie Vit. Agric. c. 22, , 
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leaft, that this General the next Year ereéted 
a like Series of Forts crofs the Country inScotland, 
and that Antoninus afterwards built his Wall 
along the fame Tra&t: Whence it does not feem 
improbable, that the fame might have been done 
here,and that Hadrian firft, and afterwards Seve- 
rus,carried their Walls along the SeriesofStations, 
which they found ready raifed to their hands, 

Thefe Stations per lincam valli have long em- 
barrafs’d the Antiquaries, nor have yet been fatif- 
factorily decided: Mr. Hor/ley takes them to 
have been much the fame with what Vegetius 
calls Caffella, and others Ca/tra, which are de- 
{cribed as ‘* a fort of Fortreffes, in manner of 
«< Towns, frequently built in the Borders of the 
«« Empire,where conftant guard was kept againft 
«‘the Enemy *.”” The Stations are, in faé, 
Strong-holds, ufually of no great extent, within 
which were Houfes or Barracks for lodging the 
Soldiers ; in which they feem to have kept their 
ufual Winter-quarters ; and where they alfo kept 
garrifon, even in time of Peace. Their Figure 
is ordinarily a Square or regular Oblong ; and 
adjoining to them were other Buildings, which 
form’d a fort of Town, to which the Station 
ferved in the nature of a Cittadel. At fome 
diftance were alfo exploratory Forts,and Camps 
for the Summer. 

The Author enters into a great detail, to fettle 
the antient Names and Places of each of thefe 
Stations; by comparing them with the Lift of 
Stations per Lineam valli, given in the Notitia 
Imperii. His Succefs in this Enquiry will doubt- 
lefs meet with great applaufe ; it being notorious 
that Cambden, and all others fince him, have 
here Jabour’d in vain. We owe to Mr. Horfley 

the 


* Veget, lt, c, 22, p. 104, 
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the Difcovery of the Harmony between the 
Numbers and Order of thefe Stations in the 
Netiti2z, and thofe which appear in faét to have 
been upon the Wall: and his Scheme is con- 
firm’d in fo many of its parts by numerous In- 
fcriptions,that it muft be owned he has fucceeded 
beyond expectation in this much defired Search. 


The famous Wall, which croffes the north of p. 116: 
England, beginning about three Miles Eaftward Pia&sWall, 


of Newcastle, and extending ten Miles Weftward 
of Carliflz, isknown by different Names; being 
call’d by ancient Writers Vallum, Barbaricum 
Vallum, Clufura, Preétentura, dratayionay, 

@pecy and Murus; by the Englifh the Pigs 

all, and by the Britons Gal Sever, and 
Mur Sever. This in reality contains two 
Walls, a Turf, and aStone one ; the former of 


which bears the Name of Hadrian, the latter 
that of Severus. 


? » ° 2 
Hadrian’s Vallum, which makes the Second Vadviat 
a 


Fence or Roman Pretentura, was doubtlefs the 
Work of that Prince, who, according to Spar- 
tian, vifited the whole Empire, built much*, 
drew a Wall quite crofs Britain, fourfcore Miles 
long, to feparate the Romans from the Barba- 


rians. It confifts of divers Works, viz. a prin- Works 
cipal Agger or Vallum, a Ditch on the north longing » 


sor 


fide of the Vallum, another Agger on the’ 


fouth fide of the Vallum, a large Agger on 
the north fide of the Ditch, which latter 
feems to have ferved for a military Way, as the 
former probably did for an inner Defence, in 
cafe the Soldiers were beat from any part of the 

principal Vallum. 
The north Agger of Hadrian’s Work wasa 
great difficulty in our Antiquarjes way, till 
Li 2 r. 


* Spartian in Vit. Hadrian, 














$02 


p- 117. 
Severus’s 
Wall. 
Works be- 
longing to 
at. 


Towers. 
p.118. 

Cajiles 

freads. 


Areans. 


Historia LitreRaria, N°.XVIl. 
Mr. Horfley conjcétur’d that it muft have been 
the old military Way, attending the Presentura 
of Stations before the Walls were built. That 
it wasa Way, appears by the frequent Coinci- 
dence of Severus’s military Way with it. This 
Way was fo laid, that Hadrian muft have found 
it impracticable to carry on his Turf Wall on 
the north of it ; he is therefore fuppofed to have 
left it on the north, and laid new military Ways 
for the ufe of his Wall at a greater diftance on 
thefouth. Thefe later Ways the Author fome- 
times mentions, tho’ on other occafions he omits 
to fpeak of them where it might have been 
proper ; which would incline one to fuppofe 
that he had not difcover’d them till after the 
Copy was out of his hands, and that the mention: 
of them has been inferted by his Direétions at 
a diftance. 

For Severus’s Stone Wall, or the third Preten- 
tura, the Works belonging to it are a paved 
military Way on the fouth fide of it, a leffer. 
military Way near it, and a large Ditch on 
the north fide. On the Wall area fort of Towers, 
call’d by the Country People Cajtle-/teads, or 
Ca/tles; by fome modern Authors Mile Caftles 
or Milliary Cajftles, which have been regularly 
ranged along it, at the diftance of fix or feven 
Furlongs from each other, being about fixty 
fix Foot fquare apiece ; and their North fide 
form’d by the Wall itfelf, which falls in with 
them here. In thefe the Areans were ftation’d, 
an Order of Men inftituted to make excurfions 
into the Enemy’s Country, and give intelligence 
of their Motions *. Two third parts of thefe 
Towers are yet vifible, and for a long way to- 
gether, efpecially about the middle of the Wall 

ave 


* Camb, Brit. p.839. 
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have their diftin&t Veftiges. The original Num- 

ber and Situation of them are well fhewn by 
Mr. Horfley, in his Map of the Wall, anda p. 11g. 
Table which he gives us for the purpofe, 

Befide thefe,. there have been finaller Turrets, p. 120. 

or Watch-Towers, which are generally ruin’d ;7atch- 
fo that ’tis hard now to find three of them — 
gether. Their diftance was about three hundred 

and eight Yards, and confequently there muft 

have been four between every two Caftella. 
They appear to have been about four Yards 
fquare. Centinels having been placed in each of 
thefe, muft have been within call of one anothers 

fo that the Communication might be kept u 

quite along the Wall, without having aul 

to the Fiction of fpeaking Trumpets, or Pipes 

Jaid on the Ground from one end of the Wall to 

the other, as Echard, and fome others have 
imagin’d, : 

For the Courfe of the Wall, it runs generally Conr/e of 
on the Ridge, having a Defcent towards the*¢ Wall. 
Enemy’s Country, which both ftrengthens it and 
mends its Profpect : it generally paffes ina right 
Line, from one of the Stations per lineam valli, 
to another ; but now and then makes a gentle 
Turn incroffing a Rivulet, or paffing a Height, 
efpecially when it comes within fight of a Sta- | 
tion, and as it fhould feem in order to reach and 
take it in. The military Way {till keeps near 
it, except on the Brink of Precipices, where it 
does not follow all the Turns of the Wall, but 
often keeps aloof, like the String of a Bow, to 
avoid any fudden Afcent or Defcent. Thereare 
no Gates or Paffes thro’ the Wall, except at the 
Stations, or where the military Ways have 
crofs’d, as at Watling-ftreet, where we dif- 
cover a fquare Gate, of the famie Size with one of 
the Cajtella, : 

L13 For 
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For the Dimenjfions of the Wall, it has been 


Dimenfions found, by two different Menfurations, upwards 


of the Wall. 


'p.123. 
Materials 
of theWall. 


Defign 
Delis of 
Pp. 124. 


of fixty eight Englifo Miles. Mr. Horfley makes 
it fixty eight, three Furlongs: its Thicknefs is 
upwards of feven Foot, and in fome places, 
where the Situation requir’d extraordinary 
Strength, eight or nine. The Breadth of the 
military Way is conftantly feventeen Foot, that 
of the Ditch eleven Foot, and its Depth nine, 
The diftance between fome of thefe Works is 
always the fame ; between others variable, the 
Walls being fometimes within a Chain of each 
other, at other times fifty Chains afunder; and 
the Space between the Wall, and military Way 
fometimes two Chains, fometimes fixtcen. 

For the Materials of the Walls ; that of Ha- 
drian is Earth, fometimes mix’d with Stone ; 
that of Severus Free-ftone, fometimes ereéted 
on Timber Piles. Whence the Stones were 
procur’d, has been much difputed ; there being 
in fome Places no Free-ftone near, and in other 
Places, where it might have been had, they 
feem to have ufed another Stone, of a very dif- 
ferent Grit. Some Places from whence they 
were probably furnifh’d, were the Rocks be- 
tween Walwick and Carraw, alfo Helbech-Scar, 
on the Guelt, and Leuge-Crag. 

The Defign and Oeconomy of the two Walls, 
and their Works have been much difputed. Some 
are of opinion, that both of them, with all 
their Appurtenances and Stations on them, were 
the Work of the fame Time and Perfon, and 
that Hadrian’s Vallum is only an inner Fofs to 
Severus’s Wall; but this Mr. Horfley fhews 
could not be the original Defign, tho’ the Val- 
lum might be fo ufed by Severus. The Tefti- 
mony of Hiftorians, as well as the ee 

0. 
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of the Work, as they now ftand, overthrow this 
Opinion. — Others will have Severus’s Wall to 
have been built on the Foundation of Hadrian's. 
Mr. Horfley rejects this with Reafon; as it would 
have been more laborious and expenfive to build 
a ftone Wall on the Foundation of an earthen 
one, than to erect it onclear Ground, Others, 
Jaftly, will have Hedrian to have built another 
more northerly Vallum, than that which now 
bears his Name, and fuppofe that it was on the 
Track of this that Severs aiterwards ereéted his 
Wall: this Hypothefis, they imagine, will 
render the whole Fortification rational and re- 
gular, which without it muit in many places have 
been weak, and open to the Inroaas of the Ca- 
ledonians. Mr. Hor/ley fhows that there is no 
neceffity for fuch a Suppofition ; and that the 
feveral Parts of the Work may be reconcil’d to 


Reafon, and the Rules of Fortification without 
it. 

As tothe Queftion by whom the Wall was p. 127. 
built, the Infcriptions found on ic do not tell us Inferiptions 


e a e a } on th eh ll. 
the Reign under wiich it was erected. They sees 


are not fo full and explicit as thofe on Antoni- 
nus’s Wall, tho’ probably erected with the fame 
view: they are found on the Face of the Stone- 
wall, of the fame fhape and fize with the other 
facing Stones, and were doubtlefs ereéted by the 
feveral Legions and Cohorts whofe Names are 
found on them, who in all probability built the 
feveral parts of the Wall where they are found, 
With this view Mr. Hor/ley examines all the In- 
{criptions hitherto difcovered about the Wall, 
and from the whole concludes, that the Wall was 
built intirely by the Legio fecunda Augufta, and 
the Sexta Viétrix—_—_He procecds with great Ac- 
curacy todetermine the fhare which each Cohort 

Ll 4 had 
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had in the Work, which he finds amounts to 
four Caftella; purfues his Enquiries farther, and 
even difcovers the feveral Cohorts of thofe Le- 
gions, and what part of the Wall was built by 
each of them. This done, he proceeds with 
infinite pains to fettle the Limits of the two 
Walls, and trace the ancient Line of each of 
them thro’ the Country, as it now appears. . 
For the prefent State of the Walls, the Re- 
mains may be reduc’d to four Degrees of Entire- 
nefs: If Hadrian’s feem in any place nearly 
equal to its original State, that conftitutes 
the fourth or higheft Degree. In many places 
the Veftiges of it are but barely vifible, which 


_ makes the firft, or loweft Degree. Between thefe 


are, in different places, other intermediate States, 
which are denominated by the /econd and third 
Degrees — For Severus’s Wall, in fome places 
the original Courfes remain, which makes the 
fourth Degree; in others, only the original Stones 
remain, tho’ not in their regular Courfes, which 
is the ¢hird: where the Rubbith is high, and 
diftinét,~ tho’ cover’d with Earth, and grown 
over with Grafs, it makes the /econd Degree ; 
and where there are the {malleft vifible remain- 
ing Veftiges of the Wall, the fir/t Degree. ——. 
Under thefe Conditions Mr. Hor/ley proceeds to 
furvey the whole Length of the two Walls, 
beginning from the Manfion cail’d Cow/ins’s- 
Houfe, formerly Segedunum, and paffing thro’ 
Newcafile, Sc. to Boulnefs. 

This Account of the prefent State of the Wall 
may be of ufe to the Curious hereafter, in afcer- 
taining its Courfe, when the prefent Appearances 
of it may be entirely deftroy’d; and upon this 
account a little unavoidable Tedioufnefs in mir 
nutely fettling this matter, muft be om 

e 
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The Wall of Antoninus Pius, which ancient- P-158- 
ly reach’d from the Frith of Forth, to the Frith Antone 
of Clyde, makes the Subject of the laft Chapter. jnscotland, 
On this Wall is a Series of Forts or Stations, stations on 
many of them probably prior tothe Wall ; and#. 
which may be fuppofed to be the principal part 
of thofe which Fulius Agricola erected crofs this 
Lfthmus, in the fourth Summer after his coming 
over Legate to Britain*. The Limits of this Limits of 
Wall have raifed fome difpute, viz. Whether. ir” ; 

-commenc’d eaftward from Caeridden, or from 15% 

_ Kinniel; and whether it extended weftward to old 

Kirk Patrick, or to Dunglafs. Mr. Horfley thinks 

it might have ended at old Kirk Patrick, yet 
Stations at proper diftances have been continued - 
further. Its Length, according to his Survey, p. 160. 
makes thirty-four Engli/b Miles and three quar- 

ters, without allowing for the bendings. Its 
Thicknefs is about four Yards, From the In-//riptions 
{criptions found on it, the Author gathers, that 6s. 
the whole Legio Secunda Augufta was concern’d 

in building it, and the Vexillations of the 
twentieth and fixth: and the quantity of Work 
perform’d by the Vexillations, appears to have 

nearly equalled that of the whole Legions; as 
he fhews by a particular Eftimation.—— The Materials 
Materials of it, Capitolinus tells us, were Turf: of a ‘ 
Mr. Gordon conjectur’d its Foundation might be a 
of Stone, which has fince been verified, and the 
ftone Foundation laid open near a Mile toge- 
ther. Some Conduits were alfo difcover’d in 
the Foundation for the Paffage of Water. —— 
Its Courfe is on the Brow of the Hill, not in the Courfofie. 
ftreighteft Line from Sea to Sea, but often fetch- 
ing a compafs for the fake of the higher ground. 

There is no regular Series of Caftella or Turrets 
on. 


# Tacit, Vit, Agric, c,23, 
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on it; but befide the larger Forts or Stations, a 
Explorato- fmaller fort of Exploratory Turrets or Mounts is th 
ry Mounts. difpers’d here and there, which having been Ant 
_ made of Earth, are much demolifh’d.— The 
Works of it. Works of this Wall are a great Ditch, the the 


main Vallum Agger or Rampart, anda military tons 
Way; alfofonie faint appearances of another to | 
Agger, a Pavement, and fomething like a Ter- E 
rafs, from which is a Glacis. The military nun 
Way is very fine: Its Courfe ina right Line mal 
from Station to Station, following the Wall it fl 
pretty near, and rarely quitting it above an lem 
hundred Yards. and 
Fromp. Mr. Horley proceeds to a more particular De- fev 
164 # fcription of this Wall, fhewing the Courfe it Ay 
*73- takes, the Rivulets it croffes, and the Villages of 
thro’, or near which it paffes, with its different val 
degrees of Appearance ; giving alfo a more par- wh 
ticular account of the feveral Forts that have the 
been upon it, which ’tis obfervable were as clofe of 
again as thofeon the Wall of Severus. The tw 
number of thefe, he computes, muft have been fiv 
twenty-one, the Places of feveral of which he ne 
affigns, and gives Conjectures concerning others. cl 
Otber n- The Book clofes with an Account of two 7 


sigquities in 


Scotland, Other pieces of Antiquity. The firft call’d Ar- 
p.174. #hur’s Oon or Oven,which is within fight of Anto- 
Arthur’s yinus’s Wall, two Miles north from Falkirk ;_ be- 
Oven. ing a round Building, with an Aperture a-top, 
refembling the Pantheon. Its Structure and 
Dimenfions are particularly defcrib’d by the 
Author: the Defign of it has occafion’d a great 

variety of Sentiments ; fome will have it to have 

been a Temple, either to the God Terminus, or, 

as others chufe, to Romulus ; others only a Sa- 

cellum; and others a Maujfoleum, to which laft 
Opinion Mr, Horfley inclines, confirming - 
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by an Inftance of a Sepulchre built in the 

fame manner at Rome.——Two Miles from this Dunapafis. 
is the Dunapafis, which is the fecond piece of P-!75- 
Antiquity. It confifts of two Mounts, ufually 
fuppofed to have been erected as Boundaries at 

the Conclufion of fome Peace between the Bri- 

tons and Romans. Mr. Horley rather takes them 

to have been exploratory Mounts. 

For Illuftration of the Work, we havea great Maps and 

number of Draughts and Maps, done wish re-Draughts, 
markable Exaétnefs, viz. A Map of Britain, as 
it ftood under the Romans, colleted from Pto- 
lemy, Antonine’s Itinerary, the Notitia Imperii, 
and Infcriptions ; with proper Diftinctions of the 
feveral Places, as mention’d in each Author. 
A general Map of the Roman Walls in the North 
of England, including the Stations per Lineam 
valli: nine particular Maps of the fame Walls, 
which take them up at one extreme, and carry 
them ina Series to the other: a Draught of a part 
of the Walls between one Ca/fellum and anothers 
two Profiles of the Walls: two Roman Camps: 
five Secondary Stations, per Lineam valli: a ge- 
neral Map of Antonine’s Wall: and four parti- 
cular ones, which carry it fucceflively from the 
eaft end to the weft. 

The Reader may hereby fee what a Fund of 
Matter is provided for his Entertainment. We 
have done little more than indicate, leaving the 
Curious to go to the Fountain-head, where they 
may drink their fill. A good deal of the more 
| interefting part remains even unindicated ; fince 
befide what came direétly into Mr. Horfley’s road, 
he has taken occafion to give a good number 
of Incidental Inquiries and Decifions, many Of Incidental 
_ them curious enough, and which let confiderable mquiries. 
light into ancient Writers, as well as into the 

obfcure 





g10 


p- 5: 


| Number 


% 


Historia LiTTERARIA. N°XVII., 
obfcure parts ofdivers Sciences, particularly the 
ancient military Art, and Fortification, as prac- 
tifed both among the Romans and the Britons. 
Such, for inftance, are his Decifions of the 
number of Men, Horfe, Vexillarii, ec. .in: a 
Roman Legion. From a Paffage in' Ce/ar *, 


: af herein two Ships of Burthen +-are faid to have 


brought three hundred Men; compar’d with 
another Paflage of the fame Hiftorian, where 
he fays, that eighty of thefe Naves Onerarie 
were judged fufficient for tranfporting the Foot 
of two Legions +5. he argues,that as two of thefe 
Ships carried. three hundred Soldiers, eighty 
would carry. twelve thoufand, .and confequently 
there were about fix thoufand Foot in a Legion. 


‘ €efar indeed fays elfewhere |], that he had fcarce 


feven thoufand Men with him, when itis evident 
from the Series of the Story, that he had two 
Legions and four hundred Horfe§. But this 
may be reconciled, by fuppofing thofe latter 
Legions not compleat, and the former full and 
ftrong. In effect, the Diverfity of Accounts 
given by Roman Authors, can hardly be folved 
without a like Suppofition, viz. That the Num- 
bers were various at various times, and even at 
the fame time, in various Legions, according to 
their Condition, Eutropius ** {peaking of ten 
Legions computes them at fixty thoufand Men ; 
which is evidently a Miftake, fince it appears 
from Livy, that thofe fame Legions, by reafon 
of the Loffes in them, made up but forty two 
thoufand Foot, and three thoufand Horfe. And 
+t it may not feem improbable hence, that fix 
thoufand was the ufaab Number, and that this 

was 


* De Bell. Gall. c.32, 33- + Naves Onerarizx. 
$Id. ib. c.20. [J Ib.hg.c.g1.  § Ib.c. 38; 39) 40. 
*1L.2.¢.6. ++ InLoc. citat. 
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was what led the Hiftorian into the Error. For 
the Number of Horfe in a Legion, it may be Number of 
confider’d, that a Tranfport fufficient fora hun- —" . 
dred and fifty Foot, will carry between forty “2. f. 
and fifty Horfe. This makes the number of 
Horfe in Ce/ar’s eighteen Tranfports about eight 
hundred, and gives four hundred Horfe for each 
Legion. In Ce/ar’s fecond Expedition, when 
he brought with him five Legions and two thou- 
fand Horfe, the proportion holds much the fame. 
On the whole, the Foot in a Legion feems ge- 
nerally to have been about fifteen times as many 
asthe Horfe. For the Number of Auxiliaries in Number 
a Roman Legion, it appears from Tacitus, that? unt 
the auxiliary Cohorts of the fourteenth Legion a 
were appointed by Vitelliusasa Check upon the p. 87. 
egion, and would have ventur’d to engage with 
it, if the two Pretorian Cohorts had not inter- 


pos’d and turn’d the Scale. By which it fhould 
feem, thatthe Auxiliaries were nearly equal in 
number to the Legion ; which accordingly is 


confirm’d 7 oe of Polybius, who tells 


us, that the Number of the Allies or Auxiliaries, 

as to Foot, was equal to the Roman Legions, and 

double as to Horfe*. And to the like purpofe 

we have a Teftimony of Livy ft. Suppofing 

this therefore the ufual Proportion, ten Cohorts 

of Auxiliaries muft have been the: ordinary 

Number affign’d to a Legion. —For the Number yiymber of 

of Vexillarii in a Legion, Hyginus tells us ex- Vexillarii 

preffly it was fix hundred +, which Account fuits# 4 Legion. 

well enough with what Vegetius writes, thatevery P 9° 

Century had its Vexillum, and was divided into 

ten parts, each of which was commanded by an 

Officer, call’d Decanus ||. Suppofing one of thofe 
Divifions 


*L6. p. 473. + L.22. c. 36, 
+ Diplomar, Y Lut, co age 
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Divifions or ten Soldiers in every Century to 
have been more efpecially charged with the 
Guard of the Vexillum of that Century, and 
thence call’d Vewillarius; this will make fixty 
Vexillarii in a Cohort, and fix hundred in a Le- 
gion. 

Roman Among incidental matters come alfo feveral 
Camps. curious Obfervations on the Roman Camps, par- 
ticularly asto their Figure, which was fometimes 
oval, or even circular, as on the tops of Hills ; 
alfo their Diverfity for different occafions, viz, 
poo. Mitiva, Hyberna, Manjfiones, and Stativa. Di- 
Emplyy- vers ufeful Remarks on the Employment of their 
oie of thet egions, viz. in building publick Works, with 
ee the manner wherein they were ftation’d for that 
purpofe ; and in what Order they fent out their 
p-127. Detachments and Cohorts to work. On the an- 
Ancient cient Mafonry, of which we have remarkable 
Mafomry Particulars in Severus’s Wall ; which was fill’d 
with large broad thin Stones fet edge-wife, and 
ufually not ereét, but fomewhat obliquely, on 
which the running Mortar or Cement having 
been pour’d, bound the whole as firm as a Rock: 
and in Arthur’s Oven, where the Stones are 
only laid level on each other, and hang faft to- 
gether, without any Mortar, Cramps of Metal, 
P:174- or other binding. On the ancient Pavement of 
oe their military Ways, particularly of that near 

$ a . . ‘ 
Antonine’s Wall, which is very magnificent 
and beautiful ; and in low watry places laid with 
p-163. large Stones, in others with fmaller: or of that 
near the Wall of Severus, from which Mr. Hor- 
fley takes occafion to give a diftinétion between 
the Pavement of the moft ancient, and the later 
military Ways: the firft feeming to have been 
raifed higher with Sand, Gravel, and a mixture 
of Stone, and well trench’d on each at to 
eep 


. 
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keep them dry ;_ the latter to have been better 
and more regularly paved, but not fo much 
raifed. Even Grammar and Criticifm are not P.121, 
neglected by the Author; to which Head belong 
the different Acceptations which he has noted of 
divers Words: E. gr. Statio, which fometimes Statio, 
fignify’d the Duty of a Soldier, fometimes the 
Man himfelf on Guard, and fometimes the Place 
where: or Vexillatio, which fometimes denoted p. 100, 
a Body of Vexillarii from the Auxiliaries of di- V*xillatio, 
vers Legions, fometimes an 4/a of Horfe, fome- 
times a fingle Legion, and fometimes even a 
Cohort of Auxiliaries: Or 4/a, which fometimes _ P-97. 
fignify’d the whole Body of auxiliary Forces, 4 
fometimes only the Horfe ; fometimes a Cohort 
of Foot. The like, of the Words a vallo, ad val- p.11 5. 
liam, Linea valli, and others. Alfo the Ety- p. to. 
mologies of divers Engli/fh Words, as Chefters, 
Grabam’s-dyke, Watling-ftreet, Sc. For the p.173. 
Britifo Military Art, we have Specimens of it 
in their Engagements with the Romans ; parti- 
cular at Ce/ar’s firft landing, and afterwards at 
the River Stour; their fkirmifhing with him 
in his March; their manner of fighting in Cha- 
riots, of feparating, re-joining, &c. Their Stra- 
tagems of reaping the Harveft except in one 
Place, laying there in Ambuhfh, and thus attack- 
ing the Legions at Forrage: their Fortifications 
of the River Thames, with fharp Stakes; and of 
Cafivellaun’sT own with thick Wood anda Lake. 
We alfo meet with divers Reflections on Poli- Political 
ticks 3 as onthe great Secrets and Succefs of the Rfexion. 
Romans, in their ufual Conduct of dividing the p oman 
Princes and States whom they intended to fub- Conquefts 
due; drawing fome into a Confederacy withto what 
themfelves, under a pretence of taking them?””8: 
into Protection, and affifting them againft their 

, Neighbours. 
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‘ Neighbours. Tacitus obferves, that nothing was 


of more ufe to the Romans againft this ftrongeft 
and braveft of People, the Britons, than the 
want of Unity, and publick Councils. It was 
feldom that any two or three of their petty States 
concerted meafures together for. repelling the 
common Danger, fo while each would fight a- 
part,they were all overcome *. How much this 


weakens a Country, appears further from what. 


the Hibernian Prince, who fled to Fulius Agricola, 
told him, that one Legion, with a few Auxi- 
liaries, would be fufficient to reduce that whole 
IMand+. Weourfelves, adds Mr. Hor/ley, have 
feen the wonderful Succefs of fome later At- 
tempts of a like nature; with how {mall a Force 
have the Europeans over-run great Tracts of 
Land, and conquer*d many Nations in America? 
What, in effect, could have animated fome 
hoftile Powers to make later Invafions on our 
Country, with puny Forces, but this? How 
often has England, as terrible as fhe has fhewn 
herfelf when united, been won and lott with a 
handful of Men! : 

For Hiftory and Antiquity, which were more 
immediately the Author’s View, they have eter- 


Sources of. nal Obligations to him ; for having fettled the 


P.1. 


Laws and Meafures of Credibility in hiftorical 
matters with great delicacy ; indicated the true 
Sources of the ancient Hiftory of our Ifland, 
and traced out the Bafis, or Lines of, the firft 
Englifo Hiftory? that can be depended on, a- 
greeably to the moft fevere Rules, having every 
where gone tothe Sources, viz. the cotempo- 
rary Writers +, examined thefe by —— 
an 


* Dum finguli pugnant, Univerfi vincuntur. Vit. Agric. 
c.12. t Id. Vit. Agric. c.24. 

+ E.gr. Cafar, for what paffed inhis Time, with Tacitus, 
Suetonius, and Dion Caffius; and for what paffedin the later 
Reigns, to Xiphiline, the Scriptores Hiftorix Auguftz, Hero: 
dian, Aurelius Victor, Eutropius, and Marcellinus. 
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and Books of Geography*; and where thefe 
could not be had, endeayour’d to fupply the 
defeét from fuch as are fupppfed to have had their 
Accounts from other more ancient Authors now 
loft 5 without liftening to any authentick Stories 
of Monks, even of Beda himfelf; who, not- 
withftanding his Reputation fon Learning and 
Probity, was excluded by his age from any ac- 
quaintance with the Roman Affairs on his own 


knowledge ; much lefs of modern Hiftorians, 


further than as what they fay is fupported by 
Claffick Authority, or deduc’d by proper rea- 
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foning therefrom. Add;that he hasevery where oyotasien: 


punétually quoted his Authorities, a thing much _ 
hegleéted by the former Hiftorians, and has’ 
even produc’d the original Paffages themfelves 


in his Margin, which has been done by none. 


For Antiquity he has treated it with good 
Senfe, whichis to fay a great deal, confidering 
the manner in which that Subject has ufually been 
Thro’ the whole, he has every 
where labour’d to clear and afcertain dubious 
points, having for that end not only ftudied and 
read, but travell’d, meafur’d, computed, rea- 
fon’d, collected, invented, and, where every 
thing elfe fail’d, conjeétur’d, By fuch means 
he has been able to rectify a great number of 
Errors, which Cambden, Gibjon, Echard, Stukely, 
Gordon, and others, by a lefs fcrupulous pro- 
ceedure have fallen into. Who, for inftance, would 
not wonder, to find fuch Menas Ufber, Burton, 
Buchanan and Dr. Smith, affert that the Wall of 
Severus reach’d only to the Esk on the Weit,when 


handled. 





the contrary is evident at fight ? To conclude, p. 130, 


. * Particularly Ptolemy, Antonine’s Itinerary, and the 


Otitia Imperii. 
N° XVIL 1732, 
Vor, Il, 


Mm 


we 
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Histonta EirTreRaria. N° XVEEL 
we cannot deny Mr. Hor/ley the Honour of being 
learned, laborious, cadid and affectionate to 
his Subject ; and hende extremely follicitous to 
exhauft it. If he have been betray’d by this 
into alittle Prolixity; and fometimes even into 
aConfufion, efpecially in his Defcription of the 
Walls, which hé has labour’d more than the 
reft; if we forfetimes find Allufions to things 
fippofed as known, before they come to be de- 
{crib’d; fome Suppofitions, not clearly made 
out; and now and then a little Inadvertence in 
the Courfe of a long Deduction: it would be 
cruel almoft to mention thefe of a Man who 
has fo good a Title to the benefit of Horace’s 
Plea: 
——Ubi plura nitent in Carmine, non Ego paucis 
Offendar maculii—— 


ARTICLE XXVIEL 





The prefent State of LEARNING. 


DANTZIC RK. 

R. Breynius has publifh’d the following 
curious Effays, dedicated to the Prefident 
and Fellows of the Royal Society: Foannis 
Philippi Breyniit, M.D. Academ. Imperial. Nat. 
Curiof. &F Societatis Regie Lond. Sodalis, Differ- 
tatio Phyfica de Polythalamiis, uova Teftaceorum 
Claffe, cui quedam premittuntur de Methodo 
Teftacea in Claffes &F Genera diftribuendi. Huie 
adjicitur Commentatiuncula de Blemnitis Pruffcis : 
tandemque Schedia/ma de Echinis methodicé difpo- 

nendis. Cum Figuris. In 4to. 
Samuelis Friderici Willenbergii D. Juris & 
Hiftor, P. P. &F Athenai Gedan. Infpeftoris, de 
Officio 










Art.27. Historra LITTERARIA, 

Officio Miniftri Ecclefie erga condemnatum ad 

Mortem: € de Impenitente ad Mortem condem- 

nato delinquente Difcurfus Furis. In 410. 
LUBEC K. 

Morbof’s Polybiftor has been reprinted here 
with a Preface, and an Account of the Litterary 
Journals, by the learned Dr. Fabricius : Danielis 
Georgii Morbofii Polybiftor Litterarius, Philofo- 
phicus, €F Praéticus; cum Acceffionibus Virorum 
Clarifimorum Foannis Frickii, &F Foannis Molleri 
Flensburgenfis. ditio tertia: cui Prefationem, 
Notitiamque Diariorum Litterariorum Europe 
premifit Fo. Albertus Fabricius, SS. Theol. D. & 
Profeffor in Gymnajio Hamburgenfi. In 4t0. 2 vol. 


NUREMBERG. 

Samuelis Siryckit FCti  confummatifimi An- 
notasiones fuccinéte in FcobannisSchilteri Inftitutiones 
Sturis Canonici,ad Ecclefie veteris & hodierne Sta- 
tum accommodate ; in quibus multa rationibus & 
exemplis illuftrantur, ob/cura declarantur,atque du- 
bia refoluuntur. Nunc primim publicate, In 8ve. 


WITTEMBERG. 
Annotationes ad Vaticinia Habakkuki Propheta, 
edite & Fohanne Georgio Abicht, 8. Theol. D. Prof. 
publ. Confit. Alef. & Superint. Gen. In 4to. 


DRESDEN. 

Embryologia Hiftorico-Medica: hoc eft, Infane 
tis humani Confideratio Phy/fico- Medico-Forenfis, 
qua ejufdem in Utero nutritio, formatio, fanguinis 
circulatio, vitalitas feu aninmtio, refpiratio & 
morbi 5 deinde ipfius ex utero egreffus prematu- 
rus €S ferotinus, imprimis partus legitimus &S circa 
eundem occurrentia, verbi gratia, partus difficilis, 
pot Matris mortem, numerofus &8 multiplex, tam 

Mim 2 puella- 


St? 
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, Histort1a LITTERARIA, N°. XVII. 
puellarum quam Vetularum, item per injolitas 
vias, © plané infolitus; porrd varia fymptomata, 
e. g. uteri prolapfus, ejufque inverfio & refettio; 
denique partus Cafareus 9 fuppofititius cum puere 
perarum tortura, raris obfervationibus. exhibentur 


aD. Martino Schurigio, Phyfico Drefdenfi. In 4t0, 


ELEEIPSICK. 

Difcurfus Hiftorico-Furidicus de Die ac Noée 
nuptiali: publici juris fattus a Conrad. Philip. Hoff- 
manno Ff. U. D. &8 S. M. R. P. Confil. In 40. 

Philofophia Herefium Obex. Autore Chrift. 
Gottl. Foechero Profeffore Lipfienfi. In 4to. 

M. Frit/cb has printed a very neat Edition of 
Dr. Boerhbaave’s Elementa Chemie,in 2 Volumes 
in 8vo, with fome Improvements, 


TENA. 

The following Books have been printed here : 
Jo. Georgii Walchii Theol. D. & P. P. Introduc- 
tio in Libros Ecclefia Lutherane Symbolicos, Obfer- 
vationibus Hiftoricis &F Theologicis illuftrata, In 
410. 

Commentatio de Fejuniis F Religionis facris Ca- 
rimoniis ; ex tribus Parabolis Chrifti que capite 
quinto Luca extremo memorantur difficilioribus 
vifis expofuit M. Fo. Georg. Zur. Linden. In 8vo. 

Sam. Friderici Willenbergii D. Fur. ac Hiftor. 
Prof. &@ Athen. Ged. Infpectoris, Tractatus Furis 
Ecclefiaftici de Officio vocantis &F v-cati ad Mini/- 
terium Ecclefiafticum: cui accefit Differtatio de 
divina ad officia Civitatis fecularia Vocatione. Cum 
Rerum & Verborum Indice. In 8vo. 

Dieterici Herm. Kemmerichii ICti, fereniff. Sax. 
Ducum ftirp. Erneft. Confiliarii aul. Codicis & 
Novell. Prof. publ. Curie Provinc. Saxon. Fac. 
Furia, & Scab. Affefforis in Acad. Ienenfi, Synopfis 


Juris © 
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Furis Criminalis, per fuccingtas Pofitiones delineati, 
in Ujum Preleétionum Academicarum. In 80. 
"Petri Mulleri F.U. D. &8 Prof. Ord. in Univer- 
fitate Ienenfi, Traétatio Furidica de Fure preg- 
nantium. In 410; 

De Speculis Archimedeis tentamen Foannis An- 
dree Segneri Philofopbie {F Medicine Doore, 
In 4fo. 

Differtatio Epiftolica qua Regulam Harrioti de 
Modo ex Aiquationum fignis numerum radicyum tam 
Verarum quam Spuriarum eas componentium, cog- 
nofcendi, demonftrare ; fimulque rationem Struéture 
Inftrumenti novi, feftionibus conicis fecundi generis 
plerifque, ac omnibus primi, defcribendis apti, ex- 
ponere conatur Ffoannes Andreas Segner M.C. In 
410. 

WITTENBERG, 

Francifci Wolkenii S.S. Theol. Licent. €F in 
Acad. Wittenberg. Sanéte © Orient. Linguarum 
Prof. publ. Ordin. Liber de Ellipfibus é Textu Bib- 
lico Hebreo folicite’ eliminandis, quo Ellipfium exe 
empla que Specie quadam reliquis preftant expen 
duntur, ab omni Conftruttionts defettu liberantur, 
variifque ex S. Scripture locis dubia infuperabilia 
vifa tolluntur. In 4to. 


MARPURG. 

They have reprinted here Gurtler*s Syftem of 
Divinity: Nicolai Gurtleri S. $. Theol. D. & in 
Franequerana , Academia P. P. O. Inftitutiones 
Theologica, ordine maximé naturalj difpofite, ac 
varits acceffionibus auéta.  Adjecia eft. in fine Mat- 
thie Martinii §. Liter. quondam apud Bremenfes 
P.P. Epitome S. Theologie methodicé difpofite. 
In 4fo. Thisis the third Edition. The firft was 
printed in 1694, and the fecondin 1720, The 
Author, who was born at Ba/il in 1654, died 
in 1711. HEL M- 
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20 «30s Hrsroria LirTreraria. N°.XVII; 

HELMSTAD TF, 

Via in Chaldeam brevis &P expedita, in funda 

mentis Lingua, cum Textu Chaldaico Danielis, 

Ejre, & Targum Obadia, una cum verfione €3- 

Lexico concifo, curante monftrata ab Hermanno 

Von der Hardt Academie Fulie feniore &F prepof. 
Mariab. Editio quarta emendatifima. In 8vo. 


HAMBURG. 

Fo. Chriftophori Wolfii Pajt. ad D. Cathar. & 
Scholarcha, Cure Philologice & Critica in IV, 
priores §. Pauli Epiftolas, in quibus integritati 
contextus Greci confulitur, fenfus Verborum ex 
prefidiis exegeticis illuftratur, (Sc. Accedit, Appens 
dicis loco, Examen locorum aliquot Paulinorum @ 
P. Artemonio nuper temeré & infeliciter folicitato- 
rym. Sn 4to. 

STRASBOURG. 

Annales Arfacidarum, Auétore Ludovico du 
Four de Longuerué, Abbate S. Foannis de Fardo 
ad Melod. &F Septem Fontium in Therafcia. In 420, 
Thefe Annals were printed at Paris fome Years 
ago, but this new Edition, for which we are 
indebted to the learned Mr. Schoepflin one of 
our Profeffors, is publifh’d from a Copy cor- 
rected and enlarged by the Author. 


































PARIS. 

Father Souciet has publifh’d the fecond and 
third Volume of the Mathematical, &#c. Obfer- 
vations, made in China and elfewhere, by the 
Jefuits. Objervations Mathematiques, Aftronomi- 
ques, Geographiques, Chronologiques F Phy/iques, 
birées des anciens Livres Chinois, ou faites nouvel- 
lement aux Indes, a la Chine & ailleurs, par les 
Peres de la Compagnie de Fefus, redigées & pub- 
liges, par le R. Pere Etienne Souciet. In 410. 
The firft Volume came out in 1729. 








